
Arizona Field Ornithologists Annual Meeting 2017 
Mini-expeditions 

 

Friday, 20 October 

 

Dead Horse Ranch State Park 

Leader: Ryan O’Donnell 

Limit: 12 participants 

The state opened this park in 1973. The name was adopted by the Ireys family who bought the ranch in the 1940’s when 

they discovered a large dead horse lying in the road. The park provides an excellent habitat for a variety of birds: a lush 

cottonwood-willow riparian strip, open areas along a hill edge and a number of ponds. This eBird hotspot and Important 

Birding Area covers 423 acres along the Verde River. Birding highlights include: various water birds, warblers, vireos 

sparrows, raptors and other low- to mid-elevation fall migrants, residents and wintering birds. 

This half-day mini-expedition meets at the Quality Inn in Cottonwood at 01:00PM. We will carpool from there unless 

otherwise arranged. One-way driving time is under 10 minutes. Park entrance fee is $7 per vehicle (1-4 adults); $3 per 

individual/bike. Prepare for two-mile roundtrip walk on dirt and rock trail. 2.5+ liters of water and snacks required. 

Contact Ryan O’Donnell to register: tsirtalis@hotmail.com. 

  

mailto:tsirtalis@hotmail.com


Arizona Field Ornithologists Annual Meeting 2017 
Mini-expeditions 

 

Friday, 20 October 

 

Page Springs  

Leader: Walt Anderson 

Limit: 12 Participants 

The Page Springs Fish Hatchery and Bubbling Ponds is part of the Lower Oak Creek Important Bird Area managed by 

Arizona Game and Fish Department. Prior to 2015, AGFD formed a partnership with Northern Arizona Audubon Society 

to develop parts of the site as a dedicated wildlife education area with developed trails, observation decks, and 

interpretive signage. In past years, notable birds such as Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and Brown Thrasher have visited this 

site. Possible highlights could include various sparrows, water fowl, warblers, raptors and other low- to mid-elevation 

fall migrants, residents and wintering birds. 

This half-day mini-expedition meets at the Quality Inn in Cottonwood at 07:00AM. We will carpool from there unless 

otherwise arranged. One-way driving time is approximately 20 minutes. Prepare for a one-mile roundtrip walk on dirt 

and rock trail. 2.5+ liters of water and snacks required. Expedition concludes at lunch. Contact Walt Anderson to 

register: geolobo@cableone.net. 

 

  

mailto:geolobo@cableone.net


Arizona Field Ornithologists Annual Meeting 2017 
Mini-expeditions 

 

Friday, 20 October 

 

Boynton Canyon 

Leader Chuck LaRue 

Limit: 12 participants 

This canyon is found in one of the best know vortexes of balanced energy.  The area is encompassed in the Coconino 

National Forest deep in the Red Rock Secret Mountains. The trails lingers through the pinyon-juniper and deep into a 

forest of Ponderosa habitat within the Oak Creek watershed. Possible highlights include: various warblers, Painted 

Redstart, Red-Faced warblers, vireos, woodpeckers and other low- to mid-elevation fall migrants, residents and 

wintering birds. 

This half-day mini-expedition meets at the Quality Inn in Cottonwood at 01:00PM We will carpool from there unless 

otherwise arranged. One-way driving time is approximately 30 minutes. Prepare for two-mile roundtrip walk on dirt 

and rock trail. 2.5+ liters of water and snacks required. Expedition concludes at lunch. Contact Chuck LaRue to register: 

ringtail@infomagic.net. 

mailto:ringtail@infomagic.net


Arizona Field Ornithologists Annual Meeting 2017 
Mini-expeditions 

 

Friday, 20 October 

 

Cherry Creek 

Leader: Caleb Strand 

Limit: 12 participants 

Once a hot spot for gold-silver mining, between Dewey and Camp Verde is Cherry Creek. This site is surrounded by 

Bradshaw granite and a tributary of the Verde River. Possible highlights include: various sparrows, woodpeckers, 

thrashers, and other scrub edge visitors and other low- to mid-elevation fall migrants, residents and wintering birds. 

This full-day mini-expedition meets at the Quality Inn in Cottonwood at 05:45. We will carpool from there unless 

otherwise arranged. One-way driving time is approximately 45 minutes. Prepare for two-mile roundtrip walk on dirt 

and rock trail. 2.5+ liters of water and snacks required. Lunch in the field and birding into the afternoon. Contact Caleb 

Strand to register: strandcaleb@yahoo.com.   

mailto:strandcaleb@yahoo.com


Arizona Field Ornithologists Annual Meeting 2017 
Mini-expeditions 

 

Friday, 20 October 

 

Shield Ranch 

Leader: Chrissy Kondrat-Smith 

Limit 12 participants 

The Nature Conservancy is graciously opening Shield Ranch for this special AZFO mini-expedition. Selena Pao, the Nature 
Conservancy’s Verde River Transaction Coordinator, will begin our adventure with a summary about this unique spot. 
Shield Ranch is a working farm nestled along the confluence of West Clear Creek and the Verde River. Historically, this 
property was a working cattle ranch since 1944. This scenic spot supports a diverse and vast wildlife population and 
plant community. We have the opportunity to explore this lush spot of open fields, mesquite bosque, a pond, and 

grassland shelf know by as Wingfield Mesa that rests along the ranch.  Possible highlights include: various warblers, 
vireos, flycatchers, blue birds, wintering sparrows, woodpeckers, raptors and other low- to mid-elevation migrants and 
residents. 

This full-day mini-expedition meets at the Shell Station (SE Corner of I-17 and the 260) at 6:30AM. We will carpool from 

this location.  The site is a 15-minute drive from this location. We will carpool from there unless otherwise arranged. 

Prepare for two-mile roundtrip walk on dirt and rock trail. 2.5+ liters of water and snacks required. Lunch in the field and 

birding into the afternoon. Contact Chrissy Kondrat-Smith to register: azdesertbird@gmail.com. 

 

 

      

mailto:azdesertbird@gmail.com


Arizona Field Ornithologists Annual Meeting 2017 
Mini-expeditions 

 

Friday, 20 October 

 

Verde River, Perkinsville 
 

Leader: Felipe Guerroro 

Limit: 12 participants 

This scenic section will explore the riparian corridor of the Verde River located in Perkinsville just west of the Red Rocks 
of Sedona. Not only a location for scenes from How the West was Won, but also known for the Perkinsville Bridge that 
was established from the San Carlos Indian Reservation to carry county road 72 over the Gila River. Possible highlights 
include: various warblers, vireos, flycatchers, woodpeckers, sparrows and others low- to mid-elevation migrants, 
residents and wintering birds. 

This full-day mini-expedition meets at the Quality Inn in Cottonwood at 06:00AM. We will carpool from there unless 

otherwise arranged. One-way driving time is approximately 1 hour and 5 minutes. Prepare for two-mile roundtrip walk 

on dirt and rock trail. 2.5+ liters of water and snacks required. Lunch in the field and birding into the afternoon. 

Contact AZFO Expeditions Chair, Felipe Guerrero, for more details and details and to register: fplguerrero@gmail.com. 

 

 

mailto:fplguerrero@gmail.com

