
Arizona Field Ornithologist Annual Meeting 2017 
Mini-expeditions 

 

 

Sunday, 22 October 
 

West Clear Creek – West Clear Creek Wilderness 

Leader: David Vander Pluym 

Limit: 12 Participants 

One of a handful of prominent canyon drainages coming off the Colorado Plateau feeding crystal clear 

water into the Verde River, West Clear Creek is a Verde Valley gem and relatively under-visited by 

birders in comparison to neighboring creek systems. This area features classic mid-elevation riparian 

deciduous woodland along the creek and semidesert grassland and pinyon-juniper woodland 

communities on its margins. Possible highlights include neotropical migrants such as warblers, vireos, 

tanagers, and flycatchers; wintering sparrows, woodpeckers, raptors, and other high-elevation/northern 

breeders; and low- to mid-elevation residents. 

This full-day mini-expedition meets at the Quality Inn in Cottonwood at 05:45. We will carpool from 

there unless otherwise arranged. One-way driving time is approximately 55 minutes. Prepare for two- 

mile roundtrip walk on dirt and rock trail. 2.5+ liters of water and snacks required. Lunch in the field 

and birding into the afternoon. A sign-up sheet for this trip will be available at the Saturday meeting.    
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Gap Creek confluence with the Verde River – Cedar Bench Wilderness 

Leader: Dena Greenwood 

Limit: 12 Participants 

On the eastern edge of the Cedar Bench Wilderness Area, Gap Creek is born from the Verde Rim and 

descends the Black Hills en route to its confluence with the Verde River. This remote and scenic area is 

only rarely visited by birders and features a diverse array of vegetation including semidesert grasslands, 

chaparral-conifer woodland, and riparian deciduous woodland. Possible highlights include neotropical 

migrants such as warblers, vireos, tanagers, and flycatchers; wintering sparrows, woodpeckers, raptors, 

and other high-elevation/northern breeders; and low- to mid-elevation residents. 

This full-day mini-expedition meets at the Quality Inn in Cottonwood at 06:30. We will carpool from 

there unless otherwise arranged. One-way driving time is approximately 1 hour and 10 minutes. Prepare 

for two-mile roundtrip walk on dirt and rock trail. 2.5+ liters of water and snacks required. Lunch in the 

field and birding into the afternoon. A sign-up sheet for this trip will be available at the Saturday 

meeting.    
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Sycamore Creek - Pine Mountain Wilderness 

Leader: Lauren Harter 

Limit: 12 Participants 

Perched atop the heart of Verde Rim country, the Pine Mountain Wilderness climbs to some 6,800 feet 

and contains spectacular Sycamore Creek, the most remote location of this year’s mini-expeditions. This 

area is infrequently visited by birders - known for containing some of Yavapai County’s most accessible 

Madrean-esque vegetation – and is incredibly diverse with plant communities ranging from semidesert 

grassland and chaparral-conifer woodland in the foothills to oak and riparian deciduous woodland in 

drainages and pine-oak forest in the higher elevations. Possible highlights include neotropical migrants 

such as warblers, vireos, tanagers, and flycatchers; wintering woodpeckers, raptors, and other high- 

elevation/northern breeders; and mid- to high-elevation residents including Mexican Jay. 

This full-day mini-expedition meets at the Quality Inn in Cottonwood at 05:00. We will carpool from 

there unless otherwise arranged. One-way driving time is approximately 1 hour and 45 minutes. Prepare 

for two-mile roundtrip walk on dirt and rock trail. 2.5+ liters of water and snacks required. Lunch in the 

field and birding into the afternoon. A sign-up sheet for this trip will be available at the Saturday 

meeting.    
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Sycamore Creek - Sycamore Canyon Wilderness 

 

 

Leader: Caleb Strand 

Limit: 12 Participants 

The Sycamore Canyon Wilderness encompasses the second largest canyon formation in Arizona and 

jewel of the region, Sycamore Creek, a tributary of the Verde River and a somewhat understated 

ecological highlight of the Verde Valley. The area is occasionally visited by birders but less so than other 

nearby drainages. Vegetation in the canyon consists of semidesert grassland and conifer woodland in 

upland areas and robust riparian deciduous woodland in the channel. Possible highlights include 

neotropical migrants such as warblers, vireos, tanagers, and flycatchers; wintering sparrows, 

woodpeckers, raptors, and other high-elevation/northern breeders; and low- to mid-elevation residents. 
 

This full-day mini-expedition meets at the Quality Inn in Cottonwood at 05:45. We will carpool from 

there unless otherwise arranged. One-way driving time is approximately 35 minutes. Prepare for two- 

mile roundtrip walk on dirt and rock trail. 2.5+ liters of water and snacks required. Lunch in the field 

and birding into the afternoon. A sign-up sheet for this trip will be available at the Saturday meeting.    
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Loy Canyon – Red Rock-Secret Mountain Wilderness 

 

 

Leader: Chuck LaRue 

Limit: 12 Participants 

Loy Canyon, on the southwestern end of the Red Rock-Secret Mountain Wilderness, is nestled in some 

of the Verde Valley’s most scenic and under-visited red rock country around. The canyon is all but 

unexplored by birders who more often opt for nearby Boynton Canyon, however, diverse plant 

communities such as chaparral, pinyon-juniper woodland, and upland riparian vegetation hold promise 

for discovery. Possible highlights include neotropical migrants such as warblers, vireos, tanagers, and 

flycatchers; wintering sparrows, woodpeckers, raptors, and other high-elevation/northern breeders; and 

low- to mid-elevation residents. 
 

This half-day mini-expedition meets at the Quality Inn in Cottonwood at 06:00. We will carpool from 

there unless otherwise arranged. One-way driving time is approximately 45 minutes. Prepare for two- 

mile roundtrip walk on dirt and rock trail. 2.5+ liters of water and snacks required. Expedition 

concludes at lunch. A sign-up sheet for this trip will be available at the Saturday meeting.    
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Cienega Creek – Prescott National Forest 

 

 

Leader: Felipe Guerrero 

Limit: 12 Participants 

Cienega Creek drains west from the Verde Rim, meandering through the Black Hills and under I-17, 

eventually converging with Ash Creek near Orme School where the water is carried south to the Agua 

Fria River. This little-known creek is highly accessible yet possibly unexplored by birders, and no doubt 

holds interesting discoveries in light of its geographic position and diversity of vegetation which ranges 

from semidesert grassland to chaparral, conifer woodland, and riparian deciduous woodland. Possible 

highlights include neotropical migrants such as warblers, vireos, tanagers, and flycatchers; wintering 

sparrows, woodpeckers, raptors, and other high-elevation/northern breeders; and low- to mid-elevation 

residents. 

This half-day mini-expedition meets at the Quality Inn in Cottonwood at 06:00. We will carpool from 

there unless otherwise arranged. One-way driving time is approximately 30 minutes. Prepare for a two- 

mile roundtrip walk on dirt and rock trail. 2.5+ liters of water and snacks required. Expedition 

concludes at lunch. A sign-up sheet for this trip will be available at the Saturday meeting.    
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Rockin’ River Ranch – Prescott National Forest 

 

 

Leader: Chrissy Kondrat-Smith and Eric Hough 

Limit: 12 Participants 

The site of one of Arizona’s next State Parks, Rockin’ River Ranch sits on the banks of the Verde River 

and has been a working horse and cattle ranch since the 1940’s. In 2008, The Nature Conservancy and 

Arizona announced the purchase of the ranch as an anchor for the 36-mile long Greenway.  This site is 

not yet accessible to the public so this exclusive AZFO mini-expedition will be one of the first to survey 

birds in the open semidesert grassland, mesquite bosques, and riparian deciduous woodlands that 

abound here. Possible highlights include neotropical migrants such as warblers, vireos, tanagers, and 

flycatchers; wintering sparrows, woodpeckers, raptors, and other high-elevation/northern breeders; and 

low- to mid-elevation residents. 
 

This half-day mini-expedition meets at the Quality Inn in Cottonwood at 06:00. We will carpool from 

there unless otherwise arranged. One-way driving time is approximately 35 minutes. Prepare for a two- 

mile roundtrip walk on dirt and rock trail. 2.5+ liters of water and snacks required. Expedition 

concludes at lunch. A sign-up sheet for this trip will be available at the Saturday meeting.    
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Cornville Grasslands and Spring Creek 

 

 

Leader: Troy Corman 

Limit: 12 Participants 

Situated on the sizeable mesa between Oak Creek and the Verde River, the Cornville Grasslands are a 

local favorite of birders in the Verde Valley. The area is highly accessible with a network of trails and is 

regularly visited, however, there’s always the possibility that something interesting will appear in the 

semidesert grasslands that dominate here. Nearby Spring Creek, on the other hand, is only visited 

uncommonly and has great potential for discovery in its riparian deciduous woodland and surroundings. 

Possible highlights include neotropical migrants such as warblers, vireos, tanagers, and flycatchers; 

wintering sparrows, woodpeckers, raptors, and other high-elevation/northern breeders; and low- to 

mid-elevation residents. 

This half-day mini-expedition meets at the Quality Inn in Cottonwood at 06:30. We will carpool from 

there unless otherwise arranged. One-way driving time is approximately 10 minutes. Prepare for a two- 

mile roundtrip walk on dirt and rock trail. 2.5+ liters of water and snacks required. Expedition 

concludes at lunch. A sign-up sheet for this trip will be available at the Saturday meeting.    

 
 
 


