Arizona Field Ornithologists

AZFO

Ornithologists

Arizona Field

Studying Arizona Birds
Spring 2013

Volume 4, Issue 1

NORTH AMERICAN MIGRATION COUNT
PROVIDES ‘SNAPSHOT’ OF SPRING MIGRATION
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More than 200 Arizona birders will be out in the
field on Saturday, 11 May counting birds for the
22nd annual North American Migration Count
(NAMC). In Arizona, the count is coordinated by
AZFO and is supported by local Audubon Societies, local bird clubs, AZ Game and Fish Dept. and
other interested organizations. This will be the
10th year that the count data will be compiled
and posted on our website. The purpose of the
NAMC is to obtain a “snapshot” in time of the annual spring migration, to gather information on
the abundance and distribution of each species,
and to have fun. This picture of spring migration,
resulting from the efforts of volunteers organized
into teams to cover specific areas in all 15 counties, is very useful, especially because data are
accumulated every year during the same period,
the second Saturday of May. Simply compiling
the sightings of random observers from listservs,
eBird, and other sources would not produce the
same results.

Western Tanager - Photo/Bruce Taubert

pile the results from all of the teams into a single
count for the county and submit the results to
the state coordinator. The final tallies for Arizona
will be posted on the AZFO website. Although
the count focuses on counting the number of all
birds, including resident and migrant species, it is
also a great opportunity to discover unusual and
unexpected birds and every year surprises are
found. We hope you will join the count. To participate, please contact one of the county coordinators listed on the link below.

Black-throated Gray Warbler - Photo/Bruce Taubert

The count is organized on a county-wide basis
and most counties have a coordinator who recruits participants, assigns teams to areas within
the county, provides tally sheets to the teams, and
collects the count information after the count has
been completed. The county coordinators com-

Wilson’s Warbler - Photo/Bruce Taubert

For details and results of previous NAMC counts in Arizona, please visit:
http://azfo.org/namc/aznamc.html

AZFO

Ornithologists

Arizona Field

Visit us at
http://azfo.org/

SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING: SIERRA VISTA
By Erika Wilson

4-6 October 2013

Explore “Lesser Known Southeastern Arizona” at this year’s annual meeting, based in Sierra Vista. Join
us in the field Friday afternoon and Sunday morning to visit under-birded areas such as Scotia Canyon
on the west side of the Huachuca Mountains or Escapule Wash and other sections of the San Pedro
River.
On Saturday hear presentations about ongoing research on the status, behavior, and distribution
of Arizona birds at a session held at Cochise Community College. Learn how you can participate in
AZFO’s many activities. Browse the used and new books on sale for that classic bird or natural history
book you have always wanted. Test your skills on the photo and the audio quizes. Saturday evening
there will be a catered dinner at Cochise College, followed by a program with a keynote speaker.
Members and nonmembers are invited to attend this enjoyable and educational gathering. Details,
as they become available, can be found here:
http://azfo.org/annual_meetings/annual_meetings.html

By Troy Corman

WINTER SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS

The unseasonal warm and dry weather from the fall continued into December with lowland riparian trees retaining green leaves well into the CBC season. The additional cover likely allowed insect
populations to remain high, in turn encouraging many neotropical migrants to linger late and be discovered. Some of the most surprising December finds included several SOLITARY SANDPIPERS (Pima
and Maricopa cos.), plus an amazing seven species of vireos and at least 20 species of warblers. This
included several rarer warblers from the East such as individual PINE and YELLOW-THROATED WARBLERS in Tucson (Pima Co.) and a PALM WARBLER in Flagstaff (Coconino Co.).
Ivory Gull – December 2012, Mohave Co. –
Photo/Dale Suter

Winter 2012-13 was another good year for WINTER and PACIFIC WREN detections across the state. Since
their split into two species we continue our attempt to understand their actual status and distribution
in Arizona. It was also an exceptional winter for EASTERN PHOEBES and ROUGH-LEGGED HAWKS, with
the latter particularly noteworthy in southern regions of the state. The only RUSTY BLACKBIRD report
this season came from Patagonia (Santa Cruz Co.). A truly shocking discovery by kayakers in late December was a first-winter IVORY GULL with a badly broken wing along the Colorado River south of
Willow Beach (Mohave Co.). This will obviously be a first state record if the photo documentation is
accepted by the AZ Bird Committee.
Many rare waterbirds continued in the Bill Williams River arm area of Lake Havasu through much
of the winter including up to three RED-THROATED LOONS, a LONG-TAILED DUCK, and two WHITEWINGED SCOTERS. A WHITE-WINGED SCOTER also wintered at Prescott and two were at Lake Pleasant
in January, along with two even rarer BLACK SCOTERS (all Yavapai Co.). Returning from last winter,
a NUTTING’S FLYCATCHER was detected
at the Bill Williams River NWR (La Paz Co.)
through most of the winter season.

Winter Wren – December 2012, Cochise Co. –
Photo/Andrew Core

In northern Arizona, a (WHITE-WINGED)
DARK-EYED JUNCO was discovered at
Grand Canyon National Park (Coconino
Co.) in mid-December. This race is a very
casual winter visitor in the state and has
only been recorded in three previous
winters, with the first in the mid-1930s.
Also with very few records in Arizona, a
GRAY-CROWNED ROSY-FINCH was photographed in January in Monument Valley (Navajo Co.). Noteworthy, two BLACKCAPPED CHICKADEES were documented
for the second winter in a row in Fredonia
Rough-legged Hawk – January 2013, Santa Cruz Co. – Photo/Philip Kline
(Coconino Co.).
For more details about these and other noteworthy photo-documented observations, please visit:
http://azfo.org/gallery/1main/photos_recent.html
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GREATER PHOENIX AREA WATERBIRD CENSUS
By Troy Corman

19 January 2013

Much of the greater Phoenix area is not included in any Christmas Bird Count circle, so most of its
wintering birds are never surveyed. Wintering waterfowl and other aquatic birds are attracted to the
numerous man-made ponds, lakes, marshes, and canals across this urban landscape. The Greater
Phoenix Area Waterbird Census was established to monitor these populations. This year’s census was
conducted by a record high of 74 participants, mostly volunteers who surveyed the majority of the
water bodies in 27 cities of the metro area. Although we did not break the incredible record high in
2012 of over 67,000 individuals, we still managed the second highest total with over 62,000 wild birds
counted. A record high of 63 species of aquatic birds was recorded. This included a new species not
only for the census but also for Maricopa Co. with the unexpected discovery of a Least Grebe in Sun
Lakes by Tom Lewis. In fact an amazing six species of grebes were found with other rare species in the
urban area including single Horned (Chandler) and Clark’s Grebes (Tempe).
As is now expected, the most abundant species was the American Wigeon with over 17,400 individuals counted. This is only slightly lower than last year’s record high. Always noteworthy, two drake
Eurasian Wigeons were discovered among the masses, with one in Glendale and the other in San
Tan Valley (Pinal Co.). The second most numerous species was the nearly 13,600 American Coots. This
census has revealed that annual coot abundance fluctuates much more drastically than wigeons, with
the past few years noting a difference of 4,000-5,000 individuals annually. There was a record high of
over 4,500 Canada Geese, a species that is a surprisingly sparse winter visitor in Tucson and elsewhere
in southeastern Arizona. Some of the other most abundant waterfowl were found in above average
numbers including over 3,200 Northern Shovelers, 3,100 Ring-necked Ducks, 2,200 Common Mergansers and 2,100 Ruddy Ducks. Rare duck highlights were two Greater Scaup (Mesa and Sun Lakes) and
two Red-breasted Mergansers (Tempe).

Least Grebe – January 2013, Maricopa Co. Photo/Craig Fischer

Cormorants continue to be abundant across the metro area. Another record was broken for Neotropic
Cormorants with 2,485 individuals counted. The 1,224 Double-crested Cormorants was near the fiveyear average. The eight Brown Pelicans which remained to be counted in the Tempe Lake area was a
surprising high for anywhere in Arizona during January. Heron, egret and shorebird numbers were
down, with some species down significantly. However, the 27 Least Bitterns was a record and of the
10 species of shorebirds detected, the rarest for the winter were all found in Glendale and Gilbert,
included 10 American Avocets, one Western Sandpiper, and two Dunlins.
I want to thank the many dedicated surveyors that make this census such a success. The data collected
is already being used to highlight population shifts and numbers, as well as comparing final tallies to
waterbird concentrations elsewhere in Arizona.
For more details about this census and annual results, please visit:
http://azfo.org/namc/IndexphoenixUrban.html

By Steve Ganley

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT SummAry

This year 35 counts were conducted in
Arizona. There were no new counts but it
was great to have the Grand Canyon count
back after a 30-year hiatus! As noted previously, the fall was warmer than normal,
trees held their leaves longer, and insects
were still around for birds to feed on. This
led to many species lingering much later
than usual and many species that typically
depart by the Christmas Count period remained to be counted. Unfortunately this
year the first major winter storm arrived
the first few days of the count period. Up
north, snow hampered a few counts as observers had to remain on paved roads and
(White-winged) Dark-eyed Junco – December 2012, Coconino Co. – Photo/Brian Gatlin
some areas were closed completely.
continued on page 4
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Officer and Board
Member Positions
Open to All
One way to keep an
organization progressive
and active is to periodically
invigorate its officers and
board members with
some new individuals.
New members can often bring
innovative ideas and positive
energy to the table. So if you
would truly enjoy supporting
AZFO and helping it move
forward, please consider
throwing your hat into the
ring of officer and board
position. One or more
positions will be open
beginnling this fall. Although
elections will not be until our
annual meeting in October,
please let any current officer
or board member know of
your interest in joining
“The Team”.
Interested parties are also
very welcome to join us at
our next Board Meeting
in September.

continued from page 3
Green Valley - Madera Canyon count led the state
with an amazing 164 species counted which could
be a record for any count in Arizona. This was followed by the Tucson Valley count with 153. Ramsey
Canyon count is the perennial leader. Even though
fires in the count circle have had a negative effect
in the last couple of years, more than 150 species
were observed. Three greater Phoenix area counts Salt-Verde Rivers, Phoenix - Tres Rios, and Gila River
- all came next with 144 species or more each.
Many great birds were found and only a few are
mentioned here. It was very interesting that six
Masked Bobwhites were detected on the Buenos
Aires NWR Count. The Refuge Managers are trying to protect this species from extinction and it
has been many years since it has been recorded
on their count. It was also good to have a California Condor listed on the Grand Canyon Count. This
was a first Arizona count for this species. Rosy-faced
Lovebirds were countable for the first time this
year; they were found during the Carefree Count.

Red-breasted Sapsucker - January 2013, Maricopa Co. -

Lesser Nighthawks lingered for three counts. Resi- Photo/Marceline VandeWater
dential feeders have helped keep several species of
hummingbirds around and this year two Violet-crowned, a Broad-tailed, and two Rufous Hummingbirds were found. A returning Nutting’s Flycatcher was present on the Bill Williams Delta Count. Casual anywhere in the state in December, both Bell’s Vireo and Warbling Vireos were observed. Also a
potential first winter record for the state (and very few for the U.S.), a documented Philadelphia Vireo
was a count week bird on the Gila River Count. A long list of warblers was found, with over 20 species
recorded. The rarer ones included two Yellow-throated Warblers, a Pine Warbler, an Ovenbird, and a
Rufous-capped Warbler. Twenty-four Hepatic Tanagers were detected over six southeastern Arizona
counts, along with six Summer Tanagers. A Five-striped Sparrow was a good find on the Atascosa
Highlands Count as was a (White-winged) Dark-eyed Junco up at the Grand Canyon. The number of
wintering Lawrence’s Goldfinches is often quite variable. This year an impressive 526 were counted
over 16 counts.

GALE MONSON RESEARCH GRANTS
By Pierre Deviche
In the past two years AZFO has been able to provide research grants, under the Gale Monson
Research Grant program, to support studies on
various aspects of
the state avifauna. We
are delighted to announce the continuation of this program
with two grants, each
worth up to $2,000,
being available in
2013. Information on
the application process, deadlines, and
past grant recipients

is available at http://www.azfo.org/grants/grants.
html. Note that complete application packages
must be received by 1 September 2013. Also note
that the competition for research grants is open
to all qualified individuals – whether or not they
work in an academic environment.
Our regularly offering Gale Monson research
grants would not be possible without the generous support of many individuals who have contributed to the AZFO Grants Fund and we express
our sincere thanks to all of them. We welcome additional contributions to this Fund. Please consult
the above web page if you would like to make a
tax deductible contribution.

Gale W. Monson
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SANTA CRUZ FLATS RAPTOR COUNT
19 January 2013

By Doug Jenness

Fourteen volunteers, organized in four teams, spread out across the Santa Cruz Flats area of Pinal
County 19 January to count raptors. The total number of raptors reported, including Black and Turkey
Vultures, was 342, and the total number of species was 12, lower than usual. The highest eight-year
counts for Cooper’s Hawk (7) and Turkey Vulture (5) were registered and the 30 Crested Caracaras reported were just three shy of last year’s record of 33. The number of Red-tailed Hawks, including one
Harlan’s, was about average at 167. Numbers for some other species, however, were low. No Merlins
were observed for the first time since the count began, the lowest number of American Kestrels was
reported (30), and Northern Harriers had their second lowest count (25). Two interesting feeding behaviors were noted by observers. One team reported seeing 28 Red-tailed Hawks on the ground in adjacent fields where a farmer was plowing, and another team saw a Cooper’s Hawk dive to the ground
for a round-tailed ground squirrel, deviating from the species’ traditional diet of birds. The survey area
is 350 square miles of mostly agricultural land. Next year’s count will be 18 January.
The complete tallies for all eight years of the count can be viewed at:
http://www.azfo.org/namc/Raptor_Counts_Pinal.html#Annual8.

UPCOMING AZFO FIELD EXPEDITIONS AND Events
April – June 2013

By John Yerger

26-28 April - Bendire’s Thrasher Surveys Near Wikieup
An effort to find enough nesting pairs (minimum of 10)
to designate the area an Important Bird Area (IBA) at the
State and Global levels. Please see detailed announcement on Expediton webpage (see below) or email John
Yerger.
Leaders: John Arnett, Jennie MacFarland and John Yerger
(john@adventurebirding.com)

8-9 June - White Mountains
Surveys for breeding birds on the White Mountain Apache
tribal lands. Team members will obtain tribal recreational
permits and conduct Breeding Bird Atlas-style surveys on
different topographic maps to help fill in the “unknowns”
of the Breeding Bird Atlas.
Leader: Troy Corman (aplomado@cox.net).

1-2 June and 8-9 June - Elegant Trogon
Census, Southeastern AZ
Rick Taylor has conducted and organized annual Elegant
Trogon surveys for many years in the Chiricahua Mtns.
Although not an AZFO coordinated survey, we want to
support efforts to conduct the first comprehensive sur- Elegant Trogan - Photo/Bruce Taubert
vey of all known and suspected Elegant Trogon breeding
areas within Arizona! Participation is easy, and orientation meetings are held the night before.
Census dates and coordinator contacts for these surveys:
1 June — Huachuca Mtns. (Tricia Gerrodette: triciag2@cox.net)
2 June — Chiricahua Mtns. (Rick Taylor: rtaylor@borderland-tours.com)
8 June — Santa Rita Mtns. (Jennie MacFarland: jmacfarland@tucsonaudubon.org)
9 June — Atascosa & Patagonia Mtns. (Jennie MacFarland: jmacfarland@tucsonaudubon.org)
For additional expedition and event details , please visit:
http://azfo.org/events/custom/eventslist.html
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