
We hope you will attend our meeting this year at 
the historic Bullion Plaza in Miami, AZ on 3-5 Oc-
tober. This part of the state is not heavily birded 
and we are excited to bring you several mini-ex-
peditions to explore the birdlife in the area before 
and after the Saturday 
meeting, for which our 
theme will be “Arizona’s 
Changing Avifauna.”

Friday, 3 October: Kick 
off the meeting with a 
mini-field expedition. 
Join our expert leaders 
on Friday afternoon at 
Jones Water Camp-
ground (bonus plant 
ID workshop included 
in this one!), Boyce 
Thompson Arboretum 
or Arnett Creek. Then, 
check our list of accom-
modations and camp-
ing in the Globe-Miami 
area on our website 
and stay for the week-
end!

Saturday, 4 October: 
A day you’ll want to 
stay inside! A packed 
meeting schedule will 
include original pre-
sentations by AZFO 
Gale Monson Research 
Grant recipients and others who have conducted 
original research or general surveys and studies 
on Arizona’s birdlife, including on Sagebrush/
Bell’s Sparrow, Gray Hawk, Purple Martin, Gray Vir-
eo, Mexican Duck, Lesser Nighthawk, Neotropic 
Cormorant and lower Colorado River migration. 
You’ll also have time to browse interesting poster 
presentations and talk with the authors. Other 

presentations include AZFO news on upcoming 
events and activities. We’ll inject a little fun into 
the day as we challenge you with our photo and 
audio bird ID quizzes. You can also browse our ro-
bust inventory of used books and pick up a field 

guide or periodical to add 
to your collection and the 
proceeds will go to sup-
port AZFO.

Stay for dinner and enjoy 
a social hour followed by 
an authentic Mexican buf-
fet from a local restaurant 
and a presentation by fea-
tured speaker, Charles van 
Riper III, Station Leader for 
the U.S. Geological Survey 
SBSC Sonoran Desert Re-
search Station, who will 
be speaking to our theme 
“Arizona’s Changing Avi-
fauna.”

Sunday, 5 October: Get 
back to birding with 
another mini-field ex-
pedition. After the meet-
ing and before heading 
home, get ready for an-
other day of birding at 
San Carlos Lake, Sierra An-
cha Area, Pinal Mountains, 
or Haunted Canyon.

We hope you’ll join us for the meeting and bring 
someone new to introduce to AZFO. The meet-
ing is free for dues-paid members and only $10 
for nonmembers with that amount being applied 
to membership should they join. If you know 
a young person who would be interested in at-
tending, check out our new program of youth 
scholarships. Hope to see you in October!
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AZFO 8TH ANNUAL MEETING
LEARN MORE ABOUT ARIZONA’S CHANGING AVIFAUNA

JOIN BIRDERS AND ORNITHOLOGISTS FROM AROUND THE STATE

For more details and registration, visit: 
http://www.azfo.org/annual_meetings/annual_meetings.html

Magnolia Warbler – May 2014, Maricopa Co. – 
Photo/James Ripley

Short-tailed Hawk – March 2014, Santa Cruz Co. – 
Photo/Sheril (Sam) Huselton



Arizona’s climate is such that spring and summer 
weather arrives earlier than most other regions of 
the country, with desert birds initiating nesting as 
early as winter and montane species beginning 
to breed by late spring. The summer months span 
the north and southbound migrations of many 
neotropical species. Some birds get off track in 
their migration route during this period, often 
to the delight of the birders lucky enough to dis-
cover them. One of 
the standout find-
ings this spring 
was of an adult 
S H A R P - TA I L e D 
SANDPIPeR at 
Rimmy Jim Tank 
north of Flagstaff 
(Coconino), poten-
tially the 5th state 
record if accepted 
and one of the few 
spring records for 
the ABA area. Va-
grant waterbirds 
occasionally travel 
into Arizona from 
the Gulf of Cali-
fornia in summer, 
this season producing the 15th and 16th poten-
tial state records of eLeGANT TeRNS at Patago-
nia Lake (Santa Cruz) and Tucson (Pima), and an 
immature TRICOLOReD HeRON at Tucson.  Con-
tinuing from winter, an immature WHITe IBIS at 
Yuma (Yuma) and a ReD-THROATeD LOON at Lake 
Havasu (Mohave) were noted into spring. One of 
the few species accepted on the state list with-
out photographic or specimen records, a BLACK 
SWIFT was well described at Yuma. 

Of the vagrant migrant passerines that flew off 
track, the rarest this spring was a LeAST FLY-
CATCHeR at Parker (La Paz), a species for which 
there are fewer than a dozen accepted records in 
Arizona. The dry spring and summer conditions 
had the effect of concentrating rarities around 
reliable water sources, an example of this being 
single KeNTUCKY and CHeSTNUT-SIDeD WAR-
BLeRS, and a GRAY CATBIRD all found the same 
morning at a spring near Flagstaff (Coconino)! 
Other notable sightings included single SCISSOR-
TAILeD FLYCATCHeRS at Tucson and the Bill Wil-
liams River NWR (Mohave), single ReD-eYeD VIR-
eOS at Cameron (Coconino), Parker (La Paz), Cave 
Canyon (Santa Cruz), and Florida Canyon (Pima), 
single OVeNBIRDS at Flagstaff, Lake Havasu City 
(Mohave), and Peña Blanca Lake (Santa Cruz), 
a PALM WARBLeR at Bisbee (Cochise), another 
CHeSTNUT-SIDeD WARBLeR at Pinetop (Navajo), 
a BLACK-THROATeD GReeN WARBLeR at Madera 
Canyon (Santa Cruz), a MAGNOLIA WARBLeR 
in Phoenix (Maricopa), a HOODeD WARBLeR at 

Montosa Canyon (Santa Cruz), a PAINTeD BUN-
TING near Prescott (Yavapai), single BALTIMORe 
ORIOLeS at Pasture Canyon (Coconino) and the 
Bill Williams River NWR (La Paz), and a BOBOLINK 
at Lake Havasu City.

Summertime also draws in both traveling and 
local birders alike to search for flashy Mexican 
vagrants and species locally occurring just north 

into the U.S. Most sur-
prising were at least 
four observations 
of SLATe-THROATeD 
ReDSTARTS from 
four different loca-
tions on the eastern 
side of the Chiricahua 
Mtns. (Cochise), with 
analyses of photos 
suggesting at least 
two different indi-
viduals. This was an-
other great summer 
for PLAIN-CAPPeD 
STARTHROATS with 
one to two each re-
ported at Green Val-
ley and Florida Can-

yon (Pima),  Portal and Ash Canyon (Cochise), and 
Madera Canyon and California Gulch (Santa Cruz). 
Previously reported SINALOA WReNS continued 
into May at Huachuca Canyon (Cochise) and 
Tubac (Santa Cruz). Casual in summer, YeLLOW 
GROSBeAKS were discovered in the Chiricahua 
Mtns. and Miller Canyon (Cochise). With fewer 
than a dozen state records, single YeLLOW-GReeN 
VIReOS found at Havasu NWR near Bullhead City 
(Mohave) and Tucson were excellent discover-
ies. BUFF-COLLAReD NIGHTJARS returned to 
lower Madera Canyon (Pima) this summer. Mul-
tiple NUTTING’S FLYCATCHeRS continued at the 
Bill Williams River NWR (La Paz/Mohave). Other 
noteworthy finds included a BeRYLLINe HUM-
MINGBIRD at Ramsey Canyon (Cochise), a WHITe-
eAReD HUMMINGBIRD on Mt. Lemmon (Pima),  
and a casual spring RUFOUS-BACKeD ROBIN at 
Madera Canyon. RUFOUS-CAPPeD WARBLeRS 
were in the Chiricahua, Huachuca, and Santa Rita 
Mountains and a STReAK-BACKeD ORIOLe was re-
ported in Florida Canyon. 

Besides rarities, some regularly occurring species 
were noteworthy finds away from known breed-
ing areas within the state. The first reports of Neo-
tropic Cormorants on Navajo Tribal Land included 
two at Ganado Lake (Apache) and three at Cow 
Springs Lake (Coconino). Also single BRONZeD 
COWBIRDS were observed at Winslow (Navajo) 
and Holbrook (Navajo) and an OLIVe WARBLeR 
was reported from Jacob Lake (Coconino).

Visit us at
http://azfo.org/

AZFO
Arizona Field O

rnithologists

2

SPRING AND SUMMER SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Eric Hough

For more details about these and other noteworthy photo-documented observations, please visit: 
http://azfo.org/gallery/1main/photos_recent.html

Yellow Grosbeak – June 2014, Cochise Co. – Photo/Christie Van Cleve

Least Flycatcher – May 2014, La Paz Co. – 
Photo/David Vander Plyum

Slate-throated Redstart – April 2014, Cochise Co. – 
Photo/Deanna Mac Phail



A record high number of over 315 birders in Arizona celebrated International Migratory Bird Day by 
participating in the NAMC this past May. This wonderful day highlights the annual journey taken by 
many of our favorite birds and brings awareness to the numerous threats they face and conservation 
needs for them and their habitats. This count gives participants a great reason to go birding that day 
and discover birds that otherwise would not be found. Although each year, more birders enter their 
species lists to eBird from their many adventures in the field through the year, unfortunately many still 
do not. This count provides an annual early to mid-May snapshot on the distribution and abundance 
of many birds in our state.

Once again participants were scattered throughout Arizona with data collected from every county. 
The statewide tally for the day was 303 species tying the record set last year. However, participants 
counted nearly 9,000 more individuals than last year. Cochise Co. took the lead with a record of 207 
species identified, with Maricopa Co. a close second with 202. Record high species totals were regis-
tered for two other counties as well: Yuma (128) and Apache (139). A total of 46 species were detected 
in only one of the 15 counties including some surprises for mid-May. Four new species were added 
to the cumulative 11 year count. These included a late Hooded Merganser and lingering White Ibis 
in Yuma Co., a shockingly rare, spring Sharp-tailed Sandpiper lingered in Coconino Co., and a nearly 
state-extirpated Black-billed Magpie in Apache Co.

Other highlights for the count included a first-Maricopa County breeding record for N. Saw-whet Owl, 
a Broad-winged Hawk in Apache Co., a late Calliope Hummingbird in Mohave Co., five Northern Water-
thrushes in four counties, and three Rose-breasted Grosbeaks in three counties. These and many other 
great discoveries would likely have been missed if it were not for the NAMC.

Of course we did have some surprising misses too, including some resident species. Many are local and 
take a special effort to find and include Dusky Grouse, Ferruginous Hawk, Gray Jay, Gray Catbird, and 

Five-striped Sparrow. However, species that 
we typically find but missed this year also 
included Spotted Owl, American Dipper, 
Le Conte’s Thrasher, and Red Crossbill. The 
latter species is often found in four to five 
counties during the count, but this rather 
nomadic finch has been quite sparsely dis-
tributed in the state this spring and sum-
mer. 

I want to thank the dedicated county coor-
dinators and all the surveyors for a job well 
done. Hopefully we can encourage more 
folks to celebrate the return of our migrant 
(and resident) birds by participating in this 
fun, statewide count next May 9th!

Final annual tallies by county and other details of this annual count can be found at:
http://www.azfo.org/namc/aznamc.html
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2014 NORTH AMERICAN MIGRATION COUNT IN ARIZONA 
10 May 2014

By Troy Corman

 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper – May 2014, Coconino Co. – Photo/Bryan Patrick

5 April 2014—2nd Survey for Crested Caracara 
nests on the Santa Cruz Flats 
Doug Jenness and Rich Glinski organized 21 par-
ticipants to survey the Santa Cruz Flats near Red 
Rock in south-central Arizona (Pinal County) in 
a second attempt to document nesting Crested 
Caracaras in that area, following record-high 
wintering numbers of this species foraging on 
the agricultural fields and a nest reported in the 
nearby Avra Valley in 2013. Around a campfire 

the night before the survey, the AZFO group was 
joined by John Levy, brother of Seymour Levy 
and one of the discoverers of the first caracara 
nest in Arizona in 1960. He regaled participants 
with his story of that event, as well as the bird 
surveys he and his brother conducted on the 
adjacent Tohono O’odham tribal lands during 
the late 1980s. During the AZFO survey, one ca-
racara nest was discovered and several individu-
als were sighted at various locations around the 

NOTES ON RECENT FIELD EXPEDITIONS
By Eric Hough

Plain-capped Starthroat – July 2014, Santa Cruz Co. – 
Photo/Ken Murphy

Elegant Tern – June 2014, Pima Co. – 
Photo/Lois Manowitz



One of the singular achievements of the AZFO since its founding in 2005 has been the online publica-
tion of seasonal reports of unusual bird sightings in Arizona. Since the first report appeared in the win-
ter of 2007-08, 25 seasonal reports have been published putting us in our seventh year. These reports 
feature information that adds to our knowledge about the nesting of rare or localized species, as well 
as species confirmed nesting outside range, elevation, or dates previously documented; early arrival 
and late departure dates; changes in the distribution of resident and transient species; and rarities on 
the Arizona Bird Committee’s (ABC) review and sketch details lists. each season’s compilation consists 
of separate reports from nine regions, based mostly on biogeographical criteria. Although other state 
ornithological organizations prepare seasonal reports, the AZFO, along with the Texas Ornithological 
Society, are the only ones to publish the reports online in a form available to the general public. 

After six years enough data have accumulated that researchers are beginning to use the seasonal re-
ports as a source for their work. At the online site where the reports are located there is a convenient 
drop-down index that quickly gets you to the year and season you are looking for. When viewing a 
particular report if you go to “Find” and then “Find on this page” and enter a species name, you can 

Santa Cruz Flats. While this species likely 
remains a sparse breeder in this area, 
these survey results coupled with other 
recent observations suggest the possi-
bility of more birds nesting in the desert 
edging this agricultural area.

17-18 May 2014—Big Lue Mountains/
Gila River
eric Hough led a three-person team 
to the Big Lue Mountains, a range that 
lies between the White Mountains and 
southeastern sky island ranges in far 
eastern Arizona (Greenlee County), to 
investigate the breeding avifauna there. 
Breeding evidence was documented 
for several species including Northern 
Goshawk, Mexican Jay, Western Blue-
bird, Painted Redstart, and Hepatic 
Tanager. Other highlights included Magnificent 
Hummingbirds, a Mexican Whip-poor-will, and 
a surprising density of 10 elf Owls within a mile 
stretch of canyon at a higher elevation than the 
species has previously been found in the state 
(just above 6,000 ft.). Lower elevation drainages 
in this range and a portion of the Gila River to the 
south at Duncan were also surveyed for breeding 
and migrant species.

14-15 June 2014—Kaibab Plateau/North Rim 
of the Grand Canyon
A team of 11 participants was led by eric Hough 
to search for locally rare species on the Kaibab 
Plateau and North Rim of the Grand Canyon in 
far northern Arizona (Coconino County). While 
most of these local breeders were missed while 
surveying this vast plateau, the three teams de-
tected nesting Cordilleran Flycatchers at mul-
tiple locations. Other notable finds included 
a Swainson’s Hawk, Northern Saw-whet Owls, 
Clark’s Nutcrackers, Orange-crowned Warblers, 
Black-chinned Sparrows, and evening Grosbeaks. 
Breeding evidence was observed for several spe-
cies including the abundant Williamson’s Sap-
suckers, Warbling Vireos, Hermit Thrushes, Amer-
ican Robins, and Yellow-rumped Warblers. At the 
southern extent of their breeding distribution 
in the state, many Cassin’s Finches were also en-
countered. en route from the plateau, at least six 
California Condors were noted hanging around 
Navajo Bridge at Marble Canyon.
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Kaibab Plateau Expedition Team – June 2014, Coconino Co. – Photo/Lauren Harter

North Rim – Kaibab Expedition Team – Coconino, Co. June 2014 – 
Photo/Brian Ison

View full expedition summaries and additional images at 
http://azfo.org/events/custom/eventslist.html

SEASONAL REPORTS: SINGULAR ACHIEVEMENT
By Doug Jenness

 North Canyon – June 2014, Coconino Co. – 
Photo/Lauren Harter

Ironwood Forest National Monument 
– Caracara Nest Search, April 2014 – 

Photo/Rich Glinski
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http://azfo.org/events/custom/eventslist.html

UPCOMING  AZFO FIELD EXPEDITION
By Eric Hough
Detailed announcement will be sent to AZFO members about one month in advance of each field 
expedition. Here is a brief summary of our next planned adventure – mark your calendars now! To 
participate in this expedition, send an email to expeditions@azfo.org.
 
8 & 9 November 2014—Lake Mead water bird survey 
High numbers of waterfowl are moving through the state during this month with constant potential 
for finding rare loons, waterfowl, and gulls. AZFO will be joined by southern Nevada’s Red Rock Audu-
bon Society to survey for aquatic bird species on the Arizona side of this large under-birded reservoir 
in far northwestern Arizona (Mohave County). In addition to counting water birds, we will also keep 
an eye out for wintering Bald eagles, late migrant shorebirds, and resident Le Conte’s Thrashers in the 
surrounding desert. Leaders: eric Hough and Theresa Hyde. Location: Lake Mead (exact meeting loca-
tion TBA). 

This May, Michael Moore decided to step down 
from his position as AZFO’s Photo editor. Michael 
started on as Photo editor in February of 2008, 
with his first post of a Rufous-backed Robin. Dur-
ing his tenure of over six years in this position, 
Michael helped build the AZFO website to be 
what it is now. Our “Photo Documentation” page 
has become a popular and important reference 
for Arizona birders. It boasts one of the largest 
repositories of rare bird photos in the United 
States, providing documentation, information 
on status and distribution, and detailed reviews 
of identification on over 1500 individuals of over 
270 species. All of this has been made possible in 
large part through Michael’s diligent work com-
municating with the Arizona birding community, 

helping contributors, and organizing thousands 
of files.

In the future, Michael will be focusing on drag-
onflies and the birding in his new home state of 
Delaware. He has turned over the title of Photo 
editor to Lauren Harter and David Vander Pluym, 
who have enjoyed the experience so far and are 
looking forward to working closely with the Ari-
zona birding community and continuing to post 
the amazing birds found throughout Arizona.

All of us at AZFO wish to express our gratitude to 
Michael and wish him the best in his endeavors 
going forward!

TRIBUTE TO PHOTO EDITOR MICHAEL MOORE
By Lauren Harter

FACEBOOK: Connect 
with Birders and AZFO

continued from page 4

quickly scroll all references to a species you are interested in. 

The seasonal reports are also the only place that the gen-
eral public can get annual updates on the nesting success 
of Bald eagles in the state. every spring report has included 
this information. 

In addition to the seasonal reports, the AZFO maintains an 
online complementary database of unusual sightings. Some 
of the reports that go into the seasonal reports originate 
there, but many come from other sources. With the help of 
volunteers we’ve been attempting to get all the sightings 
from the seasonal reports into the database, which will 
make searching for these data easier and a more useful re-
source. We have a long ways to go in achieving this objective and still need more volunteers. Over the 
past six years 22 volunteers have been involved in preparing the seasonal reports or in the data transfer 
project, and we are much obliged to their generous commitment.

Tricolored Heron – July 2014, Pima Co. – Photo/Jeremy Medina

https://www.facebook.com/ArizonaFieldOrnithologists


