
As a founding member of AZFO I am honored 
to have been elected president and I take great 
pride in the organization and what we have ac-
complished. There is no doubt that I have some 
big shoes to fill in this role. Troy Corman, whose 
inspiration it was to start AZFO, and who led the 
organization as president from its inception in 
2004 is undoubtedly one of the most knowledge-
able, respected, and beloved field ornithologists 
in Arizona. His leadership and commitment to 
AZFO held the often fragile organization togeth-
er with sheer will and perseverance, especially in 
the early years, only to see it grow and mature 
into the strong and cohesive organization it is 
today. Of course Troy could not have done this 
alone; the many dedicated and talented board 
members and team of volunteers who have 

worked tirelessly alongside Troy are equally com-
mitted to the success of AZFO and I look forward 
to collaborating with each of them.
 
I am looking forward to meeting many of you in 
our membership because without you, the orga-
nization would not be the success it is today. It 
is only with your participation and support that 
AZFO can provide our informative website, our 
peer-reviewed online journal, and monies to sup-
port education and student research.
 
It is my privilege to be a part of AZFO. Over the 
next couple of years I will strive to continue the 
great work of my predecessor and hopefully put a 
stamp of my own on this terrific organization, one 
we can all be proud of.
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One of the really useful and enjoyable activities that AZFO coordinates every year is the north Ameri-
can	Migration	Count	 (NAMC).	The	purpose	of	this	count	 is	 to	obtain	a	“snapshot”	 in	time	of	the	an-
nual spring migration, to gather information on the abundance and distribution of each species, and 
to have fun. This picture of spring migration, resulting from the efforts of volunteers organized into 
teams to cover specific areas in all 15 counties of Arizona, is very useful, especially because data are 
accumulated	every	year	the	second	Saturday	of	May.	Many	observers	cover	the	same	areas	year	after	
year, helping to achieve some consistency to the 
surveys. Simply compiling the sightings of ran-
dom observers from listservs, eBird, and other 
sources would not produce the same results.

Last year 280 birders, organized in 157 teams in 
all 15 counties of the state, counted 303 species, 
a record number. They added seven new species 
to the 10-year cumulative list of 362.This year 
we hope to have as many or more birders out in 
the	field	on	Saturday,	10	May	for	the	23rd	annual	
NAMC.	This	will	be	the	11th	year	that	the	AZFO	
has coordinated the count and compiled the 
data that are posted on its website. This effort 
is supported by local Audubon Societies, local 
bird clubs, and other interested organizations.

north aMerican Migration coUnt
10 May 2014

By Doug Jenness
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Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl – January 2014, 
Santa Cruz Co. – 

Photo/Chris Benesh

every winter in Arizona is different, with tempera-
tures and precipitation dictating the abundance 
and distribution of birds. This winter’s warmer 
temperatures and fewer bouts of inclement 
weather influenced a wide array of species to lin-
ger through the season and some breeders to ini-
tiate nesting earlier than usual. Participants in 36 
Christmas Bird Counts throughout the state, and 
AZFO-sponsored	Greater	Phoenix	Area	Waterbird	
Census and Santa Cruz Flats Raptor Count, con-
tributed several noteworthy sightings along with 
valuable data about wintering birds in the state. 

The usual waterfowl rarities were found on scat-
tered reservoirs throughout the state, including 
the	occurrence	of	Aleutian	(leucopareia)	subspe-
cies	of	CACKLING	GEESE	with	two	at	Lake	Havasu	
and one in Phoenix, one BLACK SCOTeR at Tucson 
(Pima	Co.)	 and	 two	 at	 Lake	Havasu,	 two	 LONG-
TAILED	DUCKS	at	 Roosevelt	 Lake	 (Gila	Co.),	 one	
at	Glendale	 (Maricopa	Co.),	and	another	at	Lake	
Havasu.  

Continuing past the initial sw. u.S. invasion of 
boobies this past summer, single BLue-FOOTeD 
and	BROWN	BOOBIES	 remained	at	 Lake	Havasu	
(Mohave/La	Paz	Co.).	Only	the	8th	WHITE	IBIS	to	
occur in the state was observed throughout the 
season	 at	Yuma	 (Yuma	Co.).	Winter	birding	 also	
offers the possibility of finding rare gulls and this 
season did not disappoint, with the state’s fifth 
GLAUCOUS	GULL	at	Lake	Mohave	(Mohave	Co.),	
possibly the state’s 6th LeSSeR BLACK-BACKeD 
GULL	at	Glendale,	a	HEERMANN’S	GULL	at	Ama-
do	 (Pima	Co.),	 two	MEW	GULLS	at	Lake	Havasu,	
and	a	BLACK-LEGGED	KITTIWAKE	at	Tempe	(Mari-
copa	Co.).	

Mexican	vagrants	typically	wander	into	our	state	
during the warmer seasons, but winter can also 
produce some great finds. Two RuFOuS-BACKeD 
ROBInS were observed for several weeks at 
Cameron	 (Coconino	 Co.),	 one	 of	 the	 farthest	
north sightings for this species in Arizona. Single 
SINALOA	WRENS	continued	at	Huachuca	Canyon	
(Cochise	Co.)	and	Tubac	(Santa	Cruz	Co.).	For	the	
third	winter,	a	NUTTING’S	FLYCATCHER		was	at	the	
Bill	Williams	River	NWR	(La	Paz	Co.).	Single	RUDDY	

GROUND-DOVES	were	 found	 farther	north	 than	
usual,	with	one	at	Prescott	(Yavapai	Co.)	and	likely	
a	first	Graham	Co.	record.	RUFOUS-CAPPED	WAR-
BLeRS continued to be reported in canyons on 
the	east	side	of	the	Huachuca	Mtns.	(Cochise	Co.)	
and	Florida	Canyon	in	the	Santa	Rita	Mtns.	(Pima	
Co.).	 A	 rare	 and	 declining	 species	 in	 Arizona,	 a	
FERRUGINOUS	 PYGMY-OWL	 was	 photographed	
at an undisclosed location near the Santa Cruz 
River	(Santa	Cruz	Co.).	

Vagrants from the eastern and northern parts of 
north America occasionally find Arizona’s mild 
winters suitable to stay at instead of continuing 
south. Rarities this season included an acciden-
tal	BROAD-WINGED	HAWK	in	Phoenix	(Maricopa	
Co.),	single	ROUGH-LEGGED	HAWKS	wintered	 in	
several	 Mexico	 border	 counties	 including	 near	
Yuma	where	 accidental,	 three	 LAPLAND	 LONG-
SPURS	at	Mohave	Valley	(Mohave	Co.),	single	PINE	
and	MAGNOLIA	WARBLERS	in	Tucson,	a	HARRIS’S	
SPARROW	 in	 Tucson,	 an	 ORCHARD	 ORIOLE	 in	
Phoenix,	 and	 likely	a	first	RUSTY	BLACKBIRD	 for	
Graham	Co.	The	eastern	subspecies	of	EASTERN	
BLueBIRD is casual in winter in the state despite 
the	‘Azure’	Mexican	subspecies	being	resident	in	
se.	Arizona.	Several	of	the	former	were	near	Whit-
eriver	 (Navajo	County)	 and	 at	 Lake	Montezuma	
(Yavapai	Co.).	

Other notable highlights this winter included 
a	 very	 out-of-place	 SPOTTED	 OWL	 roosting	 in	
tamarisk along agricultural fields at the Santa 
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Eastern Bluebird – January 2014, Navajo Co. – 
Photo/Eric Hough

Winter season highlights
By Eric Hough

Magnolia Warbler – December 2013, Pima Co. – Photo/Rick Taylor

The count is organized on a county-wide basis. each county has a coordinator who recruits partici-
pants, assigns teams to areas within the county, provides tally sheets to the teams, and collects the 
count information after the count has been completed. The county coordinators compile the results 
from all of the teams into a single count for the county and submit the results to the state coordinator. 
The final tallies for Arizona are posted on the AZFO website. 

Although the count focuses on counting the number of all birds, including resident and migrant spe-
cies, it is also a great opportunity to find unusual and unexpected birds, and nearly every year some 
are	found.	Last	year,	for	example,	a	Yellow	Grosbeak	was	found	in	Pima	Co.	We	hope	you	will	join	the	
count.	For	results	of	annual	NAMC	counts	in	Arizona	or	if	interested	in	participating	and	contacting	
one of the county coordinators, please visit: 

http://azfo.org/namc/aznamc.html
For	details	and	results	of	previous	NAMC	counts	in	Arizona,	please		visit:	

http://azfo.org/namc/aznamc.html



AZFO	 is	 pleased	 to	 offer	Youth	 Scholarships	 for	 the	
first time in 2014. By providing financial assistance 
for students interested in field ornithology to attend 
AZFO’s annual meetings, we hope to encourage par-
ticipation of middle school to undergraduate stu-
dents in the organization, and to increase educational 
and networking opportunities for young people.

each scholarship includes up to $250 reimbursement 
for transportation and two-night hotel stay, plus a 
ticket to the meeting banquet meal and a one-year 
membership to AZFO. Following the meeting, recipi-
ents will be required to submit an essay describing 
their experiences at the meeting, to be posted on the 
AZFO	website.	Students	should	apply	by	15	August	2014.	More	application	details	are	available	at:	

http://www.azfo.org/scholarships/Scholarships.html

Cruz	Flats	(Pinal	Co.).	Recent	observations	and	an	
AZFO-sponsored research project attempting to 
sort out visual identification characteristics and 
genetics	 of	 the	 recently	 split	 ‘SAGE’	 SPARROW	
(into	SAGEBRUSH	and	BELL’S	SPARROWS)	are	be-
ginning to find more canescens subspecies BeLL’S 
SPARROWS	 in	western	and	central	Arizona	 than	
anticipated. This species complex will need more 
diligent observation and study to fully determine 
the winter status of Bell’s Sparrows in the state.
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eighth annUal aZfo Meeting
globe/Miami area - 3-5 october 2014

Arizona’s Changing Avifauna	 is	 the	theme	of	the	AZFO	8th	Annual	Meeting	which	will	 take	place	 in	
Miami	at	the	Bullion	Plaza.	We	welcome	anyone	who	enjoys	observing,	surveying,	or	conducting	re-
search on Arizona’s birds. 

The Saturday session will feature educational and enjoyable presentations on changing bird status 
and field research in Arizona. Learn how you can participate in AZFO’s many activities and browse the 
used and new books on sale for that classic bird or natural history book you have always wanted. Join 
the fun and test your skills with photo and audio ID quizzes. On Saturday evening, enjoy a catered din-
ner and a program to be announced.

On Friday afternoon and Sunday morning, choose from several mini-field expeditions led by local 
experts	to	less-birded	locations	in	the	Globe/Miami	area,	such	as	the	Pinal	Mtns.,	San	Carlos	Lake,	and	
Haunted	Canyon/Pinto	Cr.	More	details	and	meeting	registration	information,	as	it	becomes	available,	
can	be	found	on	the	AZFO	8th	Annual	Meeting	webpage:	

http://www.azfo.org/annual_meetings/annual_meetings.html

“The AZFO Annual Meetings are informative and fun and provide attendees an opportunity to meet re-
searchers, students and birders from around the southwest and to see first-hand some of the great field 
work being done in Arizona. We look forward to seeing many old and new friends at this year’s meeting.”		
- Kurt Radamaker, AZFO president

Call for presentations and posters: Anyone interested in giving a 15-minute oral or a poster presenta-
tion on original avian research, surveys, or other pertinent Arizona endeavors should visit the AZFO 
Call for Papers and Posters webpage for details on how to submit a proposal. All proposals are due by 
15 September 2014.

By Muriel Neddermeyer

Black-legged Kittiwake – December 2013, Maricopa Co. - Photo/James McKay

Gale W. Monson

Gale Monson 
Research 

Grant Program
By Pierre Deviche

For the fourth year in a row, 
this year AZFO will be able 

to provide funds to support 
research related to the state 
avifauna in the form of one 
$1000 competitive award. 

The web page provides 
information on the types of 

research that we are interested 
in supporting and on previous 
awards. Complete applications 

this year will be due no later 
than 15 August. 

Feel free to contact Pierre 
Deviche	(deviche@asu.edu)	
for additional information.

 

for details visit 
http://

www.azfo.org/grants/grants.html 

YoUth scholarshiPs
By Lauren Harter



The high point of the 9th annual Santa Cruz Flats Raptor Count, which took place on 18 January, was 
finding	a	Bald	Eagle	and	a	Golden	Eagle	for	the	first	time,	both	near	the	Red	Rock	feed	lot.	Fourteen	
volunteers, organized in four teams, counted 284 raptors, including Black and Turkey Vultures. This 
tally is well below the average of 333 birds. The total number of species was 15, which is average. The 
highest	nine-year	counts	for	Turkey	Vulture	(6)	
and	Burrowing	Owl	(7)	was	registered,	but	the	
number	of	Northern	Harriers	(12)	was	a	nine-
year low. The number of Red-tailed Hawks, 
including two Harlan’s, was the second lowest 
at 148. The below-average counts for Crested 
Caracara	 (12)	 and	Black	Vulture	 (12)	don’t	 re-
veal much as these two species move around 
a	lot	and	can	be	missed.	Much	higher	counts	
for both species were recorded on other dates 
this winter. A comparison of the totals for the three commonest species - Red-tailed Hawk, American 
Kestrel,	and	Northern	Harrier	–	suggests	an	uneven,	but	slight	downward	direction	(See	graph).	The	
survey area is 350 square miles of mostly agricultural land in Pinal County. next year’s count will take 
place on 17 January. The complete tallies for all nine years of the count can be viewed at: 

http://www.azfo.org/namc/Raptor_Counts_Pinal.html#Annual9
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santa crUZ flats raPtor coUnt

Crested Caracara – 
Photo/Muriel Neddermeyer

By Doug Jenness

Eurasian Wigeon –  Maricopa Co. – Photo/Jason 
Morgan

Much	of	the	greater	Phoenix	area	is	not	included	
in any Christmas Bird Count circle and so most 
of	 its	 wintering	 birds	 are	 never	 surveyed.	Win-
tering waterfowl and other aquatic birds are at-
tracted to the numerous man-made ponds, lakes, 
marshes, and canals across this urban landscape. 
The	Greater	Phoenix	Area	Waterbird	Census	was	
established to monitor these populations. This 
year’s census was conducted by a record high of 
79 participants, mostly volunteers who surveyed 
the majority of the water bodies in 27 cities of the 
metro	area.	With	the	very	mild	winter	and	expec-
tation that many waterfowl remain further north, 
we still managed to compile the second highest 
total of over 62,800 wild waterbirds of 56 species. 

As is now expected, the most abundant species 
was	the	American	Wigeon	with	a	record	high	of	
nearly 19,700 individuals counted. Always note-
worthy,	a	record	high	of	four	drake	Eurasian	Wi-
geons were discovered among the masses, with 
two	returning	individuals	including	one	in	Glen-
dale	and	 the	other	 in	San	Tan	Valley	 (Pinal	Co.).	
The other two were found together at a park 
in	 Glendale.	 Additional	 rarer	 species	 encoun-
tered	included	a	Greater	Scaup	in	Mesa	and	two	
Horned	Grebes	at	Tempe	Town	Lake.	The	second	
most numerous species was the American Coot, 
with over 13,800 individuals. The census has re-
vealed that annual coot numbers fluctuate much 

more than those of wigeons, with the past few 
years noting a difference of as much as 5,000 indi-
viduals annually. There was a record high of over 
4,600	Canada	Geese.	Some	of	the	other	abundant	
waterfowl were also found in record high num-
bers, including over 4,100 northern Shovelers 
and 2,350 Ruddy Ducks. 

Diving fish-eating birds such as mergansers and 
cormorants were down significantly from prior 
years with numbers below the past five-year 
average. This included 1,449 Common and 81 
Hooded	 Mergansers	 and	 1,392	 Neotropic	 and	
656 Double-crested Cormorants. Once again a 
few Brown Pelicans remained for the winter in-
cluding two at Tempe Town Lake and three at the 
Tres	Rios	Wetlands.	For	the	second	year	in	a	row,	
heron, egret and shorebird numbers were down, 
with some species down significantly. However, 
the	 1,100	White-faced	 Ibis	 roosting	 at	 the	 Tres	
Rios	Wetlands	was	a	record	high.

I want to thank the many dedicated surveyors 
that make this census such a success. The data 
collected are already being used to highlight 
population shifts and numbers, as well as to com-
pare final tallies to waterbird concentrations else-
where in Arizona. This monitoring information is 
also being used to evaluate the possibility of es-
tablishing several future research projects.

greater Phoenix area Waterbird censUs 
18 January 2014

By Troy Corman

For more information and to review the full tally by city limit for this and past years, please visit: 
http://www.azfo.org/namc/IndexphoenixUrban.html

facebook: connect with birders and aZfo



Early February, 2014 – Sagebrush/Bell’s Sparrows
Chris	McCreedy	of	Point	Blue	Conservation	Science	(formerly	PRBO)	and	
a	recipient	of	an	AZFO	Gale	Monson	Grant,	conducted	field	work	during	
the first two weeks of February that was aimed at learning more about 
field	 identification	and	winter	distribution	of	 the	 recently	 split	“Sage”	
Sparrow	(now	Sagebrush	and	Bell’s	Sparrows).	His	volunteer	crew	stud-
ied field marks, captured birds for closer study, and obtained blood 
samples that will help ground-truth the results of the project with DnA 
confirmation. Chris is already planning to organize a more extensive ef-
fort next year and we look forward to seeing the results! For more infor-
mation see a recently published eBird article on the project: 

http://ebird.org/content/ebird/news/mccreedysage.html
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UPcoMing  field exPeditions and eVents
By John Yerger
Please stay tuned to the AZFO website, Facebook page, and watch your email for new Field expedi-
tions	and	Workshops	that	are	being	planned	for	the	remainder	of	this	year.	Although	we	will	announce	
the next suite of events soon, very detailed announcements are not typically sent to AZFO members 
until about one month prior to each Field expedition. Here is a brief summary of our upcoming Field 
expeditions:
 
5 April 2014 – Nest-searching for Crested Caracara: 
will	take	place	in	the	Santa	Cruz	Flats,	as	a	follow-up	to	last	year’s	Expedition.	We	are	attempting	to	
document	a	northward	shift	in	the	nesting	range	of	this	species.	We	will	need	as	many	birders	as	pos-
sible to thoroughly cover this large region!
Leaders:	Doug	Jenness	and	Rich	Glinski	(Email	Doug	to	register:	d_jenness@hotmail.com)
 
11-13 April - Bendire’s Thrasher surveys near Wikieup, Mohave Co.
expanded effort to document the abundance and distribution of these thrashers, elf Owls, and other 
species in this beautiful and unique habitat with its abundance of Joshua trees. Based on last year’s 
surveys	this	location	is	now	designated	as	a	state	IBA	and	hopefully	soon	a	Global	IBA.	Cosponsored	
event with Tucson Audubon and Audubon Arizona.
Leader:	Jennie	MacFarland:	jmacfarland@tucsonaudubon.org
 
Elegant Trogon census, Southeastern AZ
Rick Taylor has conducted and organized annual elegant Trogon surveys for many years in the Chirica-
hua	Mtns.	Although	not	an	AZFO	coordinated	survey,	we	want	to	support	efforts	to	conduct	the	sec-
ond comprehensive survey of all known and suspected elegant Trogon breeding areas within Arizona! 
Participation is easy, so if interested in any of the scheduled dates and locations below, please contact 
Jennie	MacFarland:	jmacfarland@tucsonaudubon.org
 
17 May, Saturday – Atascosa Highlands
24 May,	Saturday	–	Santa	Rita	Mountains
25 May,	Sunday	–	Patagonia	Mountains
31 May,	Saturday	–	Huachuca	Mountains
1 June,	Sunday	–	Chiricahua	Mountains
 
17-18 May – Big Lue Mountains, Greenlee Co.
Leader: eric Hough: expeditions@azfo.org
 
14-15 June – N. Rim/Kaibab Plateau, Coconino Co.
Leader: eric Hough: expeditions@azfo.org

recent field exPeditions
By John Yerger

Elegant Trogon – Photo/Gordon Karre

Bell’s Sparrow – Photo/Chris McCreedy


