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With so many birds and birders in Arizona, it’s hard to believe that before 2005 there was no statewide ornithological organization as there is in many other states. That year, a dozen birders--some who
had participated in the Arizona breeding bird atlas surveys and others new to the state--established
AZFO. A preliminary gathering had been held the previous year, but at a meeting on 20 February 2005
in Fountain Hills a name was chosen, a statement of purpose adopted, interim officers selected, and
plans made to set up a website and establish an online journal. Later that year, plans were laid out for
beginning seasonal reports.
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In the 10 years since AZFO was formed, its membership and scope of activities has grown as has its
influence among birders and field ornithologists in the state. The website has been an important organizing center for the organization, and since mid-2013 has been supplemented by a Facebook page,
which now has more than
501 “likes.” The photo documentation pages on the
website are the most popular. As of 28 March 1,692
photos had been posted of
unusual and rare birds, most
of them with helpful notes
on identification. Many birders are also using the Bird
Sounds Library, which currently has recordings of 288
species found in Arizona.
Arizona Birds Online, the
AZFO’s journal, has published 33 peer-reviewed
articles about status, distriColorado River Expedition – 12 November 2006 - Photo/Marceline VandeWater
bution, and identification of
Arizona birds. These include
accounts of wintering Botteri’s Sparrow, status of Lawrence’s Goldfinch, Neotropic Cormorant expansion, and the distribution of Black Vultures. In addition, reports of first and second state records, such
as Le Conte’s Sparrow and Sedge Wren are included in the journal. Articles on the expansion of Tropical
Kingbirds and the changing status of Crested Caracaras in the state are slated for publication before
the end of the year.
A major activity of AZFO has been publishing seasonal reports, which include useful data about the
distribution of new, unusual, or otherwise noteworthy birds from all regions of Arizona. Since the winter of 2007-08, when the first report appeared, 28 reports have been published, covering a full seven
years. Each season’s compilation, which is available on our website, consists of separate reports from
nine regions, based mostly on biogeographical criteria. After seven years enough data have accumulated that researchers are beginning to use the seasonal reports as a source for their work. At the online
site where the reports are located there is a convenient drop-down index that quickly gets you to the
year and season you are looking for. When viewing a particular season, you can go to “Find,” “Find on
this page,” then enter a species name, and quickly scroll all references you are interested in. A total of
22 volunteers have helped make these reports possible.
continued on page 2
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continued from page 1
A popular feature of AZFO has been its field expeditions, which are at the heart of our goal to be a fieldoriented organization. These trips, ranging from one to three days, have reached into most corners of
the state and covered locations in all 15 counties. They are typically organized with a specific purpose
and data-gathering goal in mind and are usually located in little-known or underbirded areas where
knowledge of the seasonal status of birds is incomplete. Since the first expedition in June 2006 to the
White Mountains to look for possible breeding Wilson’s Warblers (unsuccessfully), we’ve organized 28
expeditions (http://www.azfo.org/events/custom/eventslistPastReports.html), as well as workshops
on shorebird and gull identification and Christmas Bird Counts.
Another popular contribution of AZFO has been to annually update the Field Checklist of the Birds
of Arizona (http://www.azfo.net/checklist.html), which is available on its website as well as in printed
form for $1.00.
Several years ago AZFO began awarding Gale Monson Research Grants to field researchers engaged in projects that will enhance our knowledge of Arizona birdlife. Grants are awarded based
on scientific merit, level of preparation, and financial need. So far, eight grants have been awarded
totaling $11,980. The projects have ranged from studying Gray Hawk ecology on the upper San
Pedro River to learning more about the distribution of Bell’s and Sagebrush sparrows. Abstracts
(http://www.azfo.org/grants/Abstracts.html) of all the projects are on the AZFO website.
Beginning in 2007 the AZFO has organized eight statewide meetings at locations throughout the state, and will celebrate its 10th anniversary at the upcoming annual meeting 1820 September in Show Low. Each meeting features the presentation of papers and posters
(http://www.azfo.org/annual_meetings/Oral_Posters_Abstracts.html), a keynote talk, and a brief
meeting where officers and board members are elected. In the last 10 years 20 members have served
as officers or board members, and many more volunteers have served on ad hoc and standing committees.
For more information on the AZFOs first 10 years see the AZFO chronology:
http://www.azfo.org/aboutusBios/history.html

American Golden-Plove rApril 2015, Maricopa Co. Photo/Lawrence Butler

JOIN US FOR AZFO’S 9TH ANNUAL MEETING:
18-20 September in Show Low, AZ

By Muriel Neddermeyer

Long-tailed Ducks—January 2015, Navajo Co.
Photo/Anita Strawn de Ojeda

AZFO is going to the White Mountains! Plan to join your fellow birders and ornithologists in the cool
pines of Show Low for the 9th Annual AZFO state meeting 18-20 September at the Hampton Inn &
Suites. The meeting’s theme is celebrating AZFO’s 10th anniversary. We will kick off with mini-field expeditions to area birding spots on Friday afternoon, followed by a social hour meet-and-greet. Saturday,
you’ll hear interesting presentations from the AZFO Gale Monson Research Grant recipients, including
2014 awardee Ariana La Porte on her Gray Hawk research, as well as others who have studied and
documented Arizona’s birdlife. Get the latest updates on AZFO activities, try your eyes and ears at our
photo and audio bird ID quizzes, and peruse our used publication sale to find field guides and other
interesting bird-related reading.
A highlight of the annual meeting is the Saturday dinner, where attendees gather to discuss the day’s
events and socialize with friends, followed by a fun presentation by our keynote speaker, Chris Benesh.
The weekend finishes with more field expeditions to under-birded locations of the White Mountains
region before everyone heads home. We hope that you will join us for this informative and fun event!
Registration for the meeting will remain free for AZFO members and $10 for nonmembers, with that
amount being applied toward membership fees if a membership is purchased. An additional charge
will apply for the Saturday dinner.
Look for registration and additional details at
http://azfo.net/annual_meetings/annual_meetings.html

continued on page 3
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Call for Presentations: The call for presentations and posters for the meeting is open until 1 August.
Visit the AZFO website at www.azfo.org for details on submitting abstracts for consideration. We welcome your submission and please pass the word around if you know anyone who is interested in presenting their research or knowledge on Arizona’s birdlife at our 9th Annual Meeting.

Open AZFO Board and Committee Positions

Visit us at
http://azfo.org/

We are in search of people interested in joining
our growing organization. This year, we have
available volunteer positions just waiting to be
filled by organized and committed individuals.
You don’t have to currently be an AZFO member
to be nominated. Elections for the following open
positions will be at our next annual meeting in
September.
President - preside at all AZFO meetings, make
decisions pertaining to AZFO business that is not
otherwise attended to by other officers; committees; or members; appoint a committee to audit
AZFO financial records; submit a report to the
board of directors.

Glaucous-winged Gull—January 2015,
Mohave Co.—Photo/Bob Steele

Recording Secretary - keep the minutes of the
two annual Board meetings, attend to official
AZFO correspondence; prepare notices of meetings and agendas; distribute meeting minutes to
all members of the board of directors and other
interested parties; maintain accurate files per-

taining to the AZFO bylaws, formal agreements,
and expiration dates of all officers; advise the
president when appointments are due.
Membership Secretary – maintain member records and lists of members; send notice of when
dues are payable; forward AZFO News and Expedition announcements; ensure that new members receive all AZFO information entitled.
Board Member – attend all meetings; assist with
activity preparation.
Also looking for Two Expedition Committee Members to work with the Expedition Chair to assist
in planning and executing field expeditions that
fulfil the organizations mission. Must be willing to
arrange a minimum of one Expedition per year.
If interested in any position, please contact our
Nominations Committee Chair Christina KondratSmith (azdesertbird@gmail.com; 623-451-1250)

AZFO Gale Monson Research Awards
By Pierre Deviche
For the fifth year in a row, in 2015 AZFO will be able to fund
research grant applications aimed at conducting field research
that will enhance our knowledge of the status, distribution,
identification, and other aspects of Arizona birdlife. We anticipate being able to fund two research projects, each for up to
$1000.

Crested Caracara—Pinal Co.
Photo/Muriel Neddermeyer

See http://www.azfo.org/grants/grants.html for information
on past awards and the application process, including application forms. Applications for these awards are due 1 August.

Gale W. Monson

By Lauren Harter

AZFO Youth Scholarships

AZFO is proud to encourage and support young people with an interest in Arizona’s birds. As part of
our goal to involve a younger generation in AZFO’s activities, once again in 2015 we will be offering
scholarships to students (middle school through undergraduate) to attend the annual meeting. It is
our hope that these scholarships will help to ease any financial burden of traveling to the meeting, as
well as reaching out to students who may benefit from attendance with opportunities for networking,
learning, and getting involved with AZFO and other organizations.
continued on page 4

3

AZFO

Ornithologists

Arizona Field

continued from page 3
Each scholarship includes $150 for transportation, a two-night hotel stay, a ticket to the meeting banquet meal, and a one-year membership to AZFO. Following the meeting, recipients will be expected to
submit an essay describing their experiences at the meeting, to be posted on the AZFO website. Last
year’s essays can be read at http://azfo.net/scholarships/RecipientsEssays.html
Application materials can be found at http://azfo.net/scholarships/scholarships.html; students should
apply by 1 August 2015. The AZFO Scholarship program is generously supported by Maricopa Audubon Society.

Visit us at
http://azfo.org/

WINTER/EARLY SPRING SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Eric Hough
During the cold winter months, Christmas Bird
Counts and occasional rare vagrants still draw
birders out in the field to break up the winter
doldrums. Among the northerly snowbirds and
wandering rarities that overwintered in the state,
highlights included only the fifth potential record
west of the Continental Divide and Arizona’s second potential record of COUCH’S KINGBIRD at
Texas Canyon (Cochise), LAPLAND LONGSPURS
at Buckeye (Maricopa) and Valle and Babbitt Tank

Trumpeter Swans—January 2015, Pima Co.
Photo/Bill Higgins

Yellow-eyed Junco—April 2015, Coconino Co.—Photo/Nathan Renn

White-eared Hummingbird
December 2014, Maricopa Co.
Photo/Duane Morse

(both Coconino), a BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER in
Oak Creek Canyon (Coconino), a BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER at the Santa Cruz Flats (Pinal),
a YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER at Patagonia
(Santa Cruz), HARRIS’S SPARROWS at Flagstaff
(Coconino) and Coon Bluff (Maricopa), a PAINTED BUNTING at Buckeye, a RUSTY BLACKBIRD
at Glendale (Maricopa), COMMON GRACKLES at
Page (Coconino) and Sedona (Coconino), and a
PURPLE FINCH at Lake Havasu City (Mohave). Although still fairly rare, WINTER WRENS have proven to be a regular statewide occurrence in winter
since the species split, warranting removal from
the Arizona Bird Committee’s review list. Of the
early spring vagrants, the Lower Colorado River
region’s second-only HOODED WARBLER near
Parker (La Paz) and an exceptionally high count
of 25 CLAY-COLORED SPARROWS at Kino Springs
(Santa Cruz) were outstanding.

As spring migration heats up, species of Mexican origin will often appear too. Notable rarities
included an EARED QUETZAL in Gardner Canyon
(Santa Cruz), a SLATE-THROATED REDSTART on
Mt. Lemmon (Pima), BUFF-COLLARED NIGHTJARS
reported from Madera Canyon (Pima), California
Gulch (Santa Cruz), and Alamo Canyon in Organ
Pipe Cactus N.M. (Pima), SHORT-TAILED HAWKS
at Cienega Creek (Pima), Tubac (Santa Cruz), and
Florida Canyon (Pima), and FLAME-COLORED
TANAGERS in Miller Canyon (Cochise). Over the winter period, rare
sightings included FULVOUS WHISTLING-DUCKS at Tres Rios Wetlands
and near Palo Verde, a first county
record of WHITE-EARED HUMMINGBIRD in Phoenix (Maricopa), and a
ROSE-THROATED BECARD at Chiricahua N.M. (Cochise). Other continuing birds that are likely indicative
of northward range expansions included a NUTTING’S FLYCATCHER in
the Bill Williams River NWR (Mohave),
the SINALOA WRENS at Tubac and
Huachuca Canyon (Cochise), BLACKCAPPED GNATCATCHERS at Madera
(Pima), Florida, Montosa (Santa Cruz),
and Chino Canyons in the Santa Rita
Mountains, RUFOUS-CAPPED WARBLERS at Florida Canyon and Peña Blanca Lake
(Santa Cruz), and FIVE-STRIPED SPARROWS in Chino Canyon (Santa Cruz). Along with overwintering RUFOUS-BACKED ROBINS in the Camp Verde
(Yavapai) area, an influx of individuals at several
southeastern Arizona localities (Cochise, Pima,
Santa Cruz) was observed in midspring.
Rare water birds are always something to look
forward to during winter birding in the state. Notable highlights included CACKLING GEESE at Cibola NWR (La Paz) and Chandler (Maricopa), two
TRUMPETER SWANS in Tucson, WHITE-WINGED
SCOTERS at Lake Pleasant (Maricopa), Willcox
(Cochise), and Sun City (Maricopa), BLACK SCOTERS at Lake Pleasant, LONG-TAILED DUCKS at
Snowflake (Navajo) and Saguaro Lake (Maricopa),
a BARROW’S GOLDENEYE in Pinetop (Navajo),
a RED-THROATED LOON at Lake Havasu (Mohave), a RED-NECKED GREBE at Lake Pleasant
continued on page 5

4

AZFO

Ornithologists

Arizona Field

Visit us at
http://azfo.org/

continued from page 4
(Maricopa), a BROWN PELICAN at Lake Mary (Coconino), a POMARINE JAEGER at San Carlos Lake
(Pinal/Gila/Graham), a BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE
at Lake Havasu, a THAYER’S GULL at Lake Havasu,
Arizona’s eighth potential record of GLAUCOUSWINGED GULL at Lake Mohave (Mohave), and
ELEGANT TERNS reported from San Carlos Lake
(Gila/Graham) and Tempe Town Lake (Maricopa).
Northbound spring migrants included an AMERICAN GOLDEN-PLOVER near Tres Rios Wetlands
(Maricopa), a WHIMBREL at Davenport Lake (Coconino), a RED PHALAROPE at Willcox, and HEERMANN’S GULLS twice at Marana and an astonishing observation of three together at Willcox.
Sightings of regional interest included a way

out of range YELLOW-EYED JUNCO in Flagstaff,
a BAND-TAILED PIGEON at Lincoln Ranch on the
Bill Williams River (La Paz), wintering GREATER PEWEES at Parker, Sunflower (Maricopa), and Glendale (Maricopa), a VERMILION FLYCATCHER at
Camp Navajo near Flagstaff (Coconino), a VARIED
THRUSH at Petrified Forest N.P. (Navajo) providing
surprisingly only the fifth record for northeastern
Arizona and that county, and several SPRAGUE’S
PIPITS at the Santa Cruz Flats (Pinal) providing
only a third county report. Furthermore, irruptions of CASSIN’S FINCHES, PINE SISKINS, and
EVENING GROSBEAKS that began in the fall continued through early spring statewide, along with
several reports of lowland LEWIS’S WOODPECKERS.

For more details about these and other noteworthy photo-documented observations, please visit:
http://azfo.org/gallery/1main/photos_recent.html

SPECIES IN FOCUS: SLATE-THROATED REDSTART

By Eric Hough

Hooded Warbler—April 2015, La Paz Co.
Photo/Jarrod Swackhamer

Among the plethora of Mexican vagrants that have made Arizona famous as a birding destination, Slate-throated Redstarts are one species that seems to be increasing in occurrence in recent
years. The Slate-throated Redstart, also known more appropriately as Slate-throated Whitestart
(Myioborus miniatus), has now been found 14 times in Arizona, with nine accepted records prior to
2014 and five pending, photo-documented reports since then (see the AZFO Photo Gallery index at
http://www.azfo.org/gallery/1main/photos_tax.html. Sightings have all been from southeastern Arizona ‘sky island’ ranges thus far, including the Chiricahua, Huachuca, Santa Rita, and Santa Catalina
Mountains. In the U.S., New Mexico and Texas also have a few records of this species. Interestingly,
the bird found in Huachuca Canyon in 2013 appeared to be molting out of juvenile plumage, strongly suggesting that the bird fledged within the state. Slate-throated Redstarts occur primarily from
Mexico down through northwestern South America in highland forests. The closest populations to
the U.S. breed in the pine-oak forests of the Sierra Madre and adjacent “sky island” ranges in Sonora
and Chihuahua, wintering in adjacent tropical deciduous forest and riparian canyons. Slate-throated
Redstarts occurring north of the
border are most likely to be found
within similar Madrean pine-oak forest habitat.
Similar in appearance to Painted
Redstarts (Myioborus pictus) with
blackish overall plumage with a
bright red belly, key visual differences of Slate-throated include
charcoal-gray coloration overall that
is darkest on the throat and face,
no white in the wings or around
the eyes, a chestnut patch on the
crown, and white in the outer tail
Slate-throated Redstart—March 2015, Pima Co.—Photo/Matt Victoria
feathers. At the northernmost part
of their range in Mexico the species has a red belly, while over most of their range down through Central and South America, the belly coloration grades towards yellow-orange. Behaviorally, both Slatethroated and Painted Redstarts act very similarly, fanning their tail feathers and acrobatically moving
about trees while displaying, although Slate-throated tend to be slightly more secretive as they move
through the foliage. A key difference in their vocalizations is that the Slate-throated Redstart’s call
note is a hard, low “tik” or “pik” note reminiscent of other warbler species, opposed to the loud, cheery,
two-to-three syllable “chidi-ew” calls of Painted Redstarts. Their song is comprised of whistled warbling phrases similar to Painted, but more varied.
Birders visiting the mountains of southeastern Arizona should pay extra attention to any black, red,
and white birds…they just may encounter this tropical beauty!
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10 YEARS OF THE SANTA CRUZ FLATS RAPTOR COUNT

By Doug Jenness

The annual Santa Cruz Flats Raptor Count held 17
January reported 425 raptors, the second highest total in the 10 years of the count. Notably, record high numbers of American Kestrels (66) and
Great Horned Owls (12) were counted. The most
numerous species every year is Red-tailed Hawk.
In 2006, the first year of the count, 198 Red-tailed
Hawks were tallied, a number that hasn’t been
surpassed since. Moreover, the first four years of
the count registered numbers higher than the 10year average of 158.5, but only once in the last six
years has the count been above this average. This
year the tally was 153. Northern Harrier totals for
each of the last two years were only 12, the lowest since the count began. The 10-year average
is 28. One team discovered a dark morph Ferruginous Hawk, only the second year this form has

been reported. A disturbing development is that
no White-tailed Kites have been reported since
2009 and no Barn Owls since 2012. Although vultures are no longer considered related to raptors,
we include them in the count. This year we tallied
the highest number of Black Vultures (114) in 10
years, mainly found at two sheep dumps at opposite ends of the survey area. Of the 28 Crested
Caracaras reported four were found in the far
northwest corner of the count area where they
had not been previously reported. The count was
conducted by 16 volunteers in four sections. Next
year’s count is scheduled for 16 January, and we
are planning to redivide the survey area into five
sections in order to permit teams more time to
cover their areas.

The complete tallies for all 10 years can be viewed at:
http://www.azfo.org/namc/IndexsantaCruzRaptor.html

Ferruginous Hawk - Photo/Gordon Karre

By Kurt Radamaker

PROFILE OF A YOUNG BIRDER

By now you have probably heard of
Caleb Strand. Fifteen-year-old Caleb lives in Buckeye, AZ just west of
Phoenix, and central Arizona birders
have taken notice from the many
great birds that Caleb has found in
his local patch, including Lapland
Longspur and a wintering Greater
Pewee. I had the pleasure of birding
with Caleb earlier this year on a birding trip to see a Black-throated Blue
Warbler in the Santa Cruz flats and I
was quite impressed with his birding
skills and enthusiasm for all things
birding.
Caleb Strand

Prairie Falcon—Pinal Co.
Photo/Muriel Neddermeyer

AZFO: How did you start birding?
CS: Well, ever since I first discovered
the outdoors I have loved it! I especially liked reptiles and as I continued looking for reptiles I found that
there were way more birds around than there were reptiles. So I started watching birds in my yard, at
the age of eight, my parents got me my first bird book, “Smithsonian Birds of North America” and ever
since then I have been hooked on birds and birding.
AZFO: What was your spark bird?
CS: On 24 October 2009, I was fishing with my brother David and my Dad, when we were coming back
from fishing along the canal I spotted a large raptor flying out of some large cottonwoods and once the
sun hit it perfectly I screamed Bald Eagle!!! I believe that that same Bald Eagle that sparked my birding
when I was a kid, now nests about a mile from my house!
AZFO: What do you love most about birding?
CS: For me this is a nearly impossible question to give just one answer to. But the adventures that I go
on when I go birding is one of the most exciting things about it, as well as the variety of species that
can be seen. I have also seen a lot of awesome mammals and reptiles while birding. Other than the
two answers that I just gave, the birding community is awesome as well. They can be some of the nicest people out there. I also find myself in a lot of friendly competition with other skilled birders from
around the state.
continued on page 7
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continued from page 6
AZFO: What have some of your birding highlights been?
CS: For sure my first Bald Eagle. Also, when I saw an adult male Rose-breasted Grosbeak near my house
and found out that birds will stray away from their normal range on a rare occasion. I also saw my first
Sora and after I got that short glimpse I became hooked on rails and they are now one of my favorite
families of birds. The last and probably most favorite sighting was the first time I saw the Ridgway’s Rail
and the bird was about 50 feet from any water! Ever since I first found that there were Ridgway’s Rails
at the B & M Wildlife Area, I have spent lots of time observing them and listening to their calls. All in all
I would probably take up the whole newsletter talking about my birding highlights, but hands down
the Ridgway’s Rail has to be my favorite.
AZFO: How does birding intersect with your life?
CS: Birding blends very well with my life, as when I am not doing school or chores I am either outside or
I am hanging out with family and/or friends, sometimes both. Most of my friends and family like going
birding with me and one friend specifically, goes birding with me on most of my birding trips.
AZFO: What’s next for Caleb, birding-wise and otherwise?
CS: Well, I can almost guarantee that I will one year do a Maricopa County Big Year if not an Arizona Big
Year, but I shouldn’t get too far ahead of myself. This year I have been sponsored to go to a young birders camp in Southeast Arizona in June, there may be another bird camp trip next year but that is still in
the works. There is always college, not my favorite thought but I’m told it’s necessary.

Couch’s Kingbird—January 2015, Cochise Co.
Photo/Arlene Ripley

AZFO: Who are some of the birders/ornithologists/conservationists who have inspired you?
CS: When I started birding near my house I had no idea that there were nearly as many birders as there
are. But one day, my Mom took me to my first ever bird walk which was led by Mr. Joe Ford (or Mr. Ford
as I call him). After the bird walk I learned several new things from Mr. Ford that I never knew and ever
since that first bird walk which was four years ago I have been birding with Mr. Ford all around Arizona.
The second person who taught and inspired me would be Mr. John Kafel. I met Mr. John at one of Mr.
Ford’s bird walks at Estrella and Mr. John has helped me out with a lot of my disadvantages that come
with being a young birder. Mr. John and I have birded all around Arizona as well, and I have done most
of my so called twitching with Mr. John. These two birders have put lots of time into my life as a birder
and for that I am very grateful. Other than Mr. Ford and Mr. John there are many other birders that have
inspired me but like with my birding highlights, I would take up the whole interview with people who
have put time into me as a birder.
AZFO: What advice would you give to a birder who is just starting out?
CS: In my case, I skyrocketed when I started birding with people who are more experienced than me.
So to those who are just starting out, bird with some of those more experienced birders. Also, bring a
camera with you if you have one. When I was a beginning birder a camera helped out a lot with identification, and when you spot a rarity make sure to photograph it! I have had my fair share of rarities
that I have not photographed and when you tell someone that you found a rarity the first thing they
ask for is a photo. I encourage you not to just look at a bird but observe it and listen to it. Being able to
identify a bird by sound can make it very easy when it comes to identification. And birding resources
such as azfo.org, ebird.org, aba.org, and sonoranaudubon.org all have excellent birder and birding
information.
Caleb will start the 10th grade in the fall and is home schooled. He has two brothers (David, 13 and
Samuel, 19) and says that he is blessed to live in an area where he has observed 217 species of birds
by bicycling around.

By Eric Hough

NOTES ON RECENT FIELD EXPEDITIONS

View full expedition summaries at http://azfo.org/events/custom/eventslist.html

13-15 February 2015—Muleshoe Ranch Preserve

Eric Hough led an expedition to The Nature Conservancy’s Muleshoe Ranch Preserve in se. Arizona to
survey for wintering grassland and riparian species. The seven participants surveyed grasslands north
of the preserve headquarters and south of the preserve property, with species highlights including
Grasshopper Sparrow, Chestnut-collared and McCown’s Longspurs, Lark Buntings, a Golden Eagle,
and even a herd of pronghorn along the entrance road. Exploring Hot Springs, Bass, and Double
R Canyons near the preserve headquarters found a Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet, hundreds of Cedar
Waxwings and American Robins foraging on the abundant hackberry crop, an Acorn Woodpecker,
continued on page 8
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continued from page 7
and a Townsend’s Warbler among many other species. The results of this expedition helped fill in data
gaps in eBird for this area in winter, as well as augment the preserve’s knowledge of its wintering avifauna.

13-15 March 2015—
Organ Pipe Cactus
National Monument

Troy Corman and Eric
Hough led an expedition
survey effort in partnership with the National
Park Service and Arizona
Game & Fish Department
to survey at Organ Pipe
Cactus N.M. in southern
Arizona for Ferruginous
Pygmy-Owls. This species
has steadily contracted its
range southward within
the state over the last
century primarily due to
habitat loss. The 23 participants on this expe- Organ Pipe Cactus N.M. expedition—March 2015, Pima Co.—Photo/Eric Hough
dition found at least six
of these owls, although
gusty winds hampered detectability of the species during the callback surveys. A positive result was
finding some of these birds in new locations where past surveys had failed to detect them. Other species highlights included rare lowland Gray Vireo and Northern Saw-whet Owl, a pair of Zone-tailed
Hawks, Lawrence’s Goldfinches, Townsend’s Solitaires, Fox Sparrow, hatchling Sonoran Desert tortoise
and Sonoyta mud turtles, and Quitobaquito Spring desert pupfish. Breeding evidence of resident desert species detected during this expedition will also go to help with the park’s current knowledge of
its breeding avifauna, as well as the designation of Arizona Audubon’s Sonoran Desert Borderlands
Important Bird Area, which Organ Pipe Cactus N.M. is a part of.

11 April 2015—Black Canyon City/Agua Fria River

Troy Corman led a one-day expedition to survey for the northernmost population of Broad-billed
Hummingbirds in Black Canyon City (Yavapai County) just north of Phoenix. The 12 participants ended
up finding eight of these hummingbirds in the area as they surveyed along the Agua Fria River and
observed hummingbirds at a local resident’s feeders. Other highlights of the day included a Black-andWhite Warbler, seven raptor species including Zone-tailed and Harris’s Hawks, a Lark Bunting, and early
spring migrants such as MacGillivray’s Warbler and Lazuli Buntings among many other resident and
migrant species along the lush, Agua Fria River riparian area and surrounding upland desert habitat.

1-3 May 2015—Galiuro Mountains

Eric Hough led a weekend hiking/backpacking expedition into the rugged Galiuro Mountains in se.
Arizona, one of the least birded ‘sky islands’ in the state. The five intrepid participants split into two
teams to cover a few drainages and the higher elevations of the east side of the mountains, documenting at least 17 potential breeding or resident species that had never before been recorded in this range,
including Yellow-eyed Junco, Magnificent Hummingbird, Greater Pewee, Mountain Chickadee, and
Pygmy Nuthatch. Other avian and nonavian highlights included Spotted, Long-eared, Flammulated,
and ‘Mountain’ Northern Pygmy-Owls, Mexican Whip-poor-wills, Townsend’s and Hermit Warblers, Cassin’s Finches, and Arizona black and black-tailed rattlesnakes. The first ever eBird lists were submitted
for the Galiuros and the knowledge gained on this trip will likely spur continued expeditions here to
explore these seldom-visited mountains.
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