
Please join us and explore Lesser-
Known Southeastern Arizona at the 
seventh annual meeting of the Arizona 
Field Ornithologists (AZFO) in Sierra 
Vista in early October. This year we will 
meet at Cochise Community College 
(901 North Colombo Ave., Sierra Vista). 
Everyone is invited to attend. Meeting 
registration is $10 for non-members.  If 
you choose to begin or renew an AZFO 
membership, the $10 registration goes 
toward your annual membership dues 
of $25. Details can be found at the 
AZFO website http://www.azfo.org/an-
nual_meetings/annual_meetings.html 

On Friday (October 4) afternoon and Sunday we’ll 
visit under-birded areas in the Huachuca Moun-
tains, along the San Pedro River, and more. A 
complete list of mini-expeditions will be posted 
at the AZFO website. 

The highlight of AZFO’s annual meeting is the 
Saturday of presentations and discussions about 
the status, distribution, behavior and conserva-
tion of Arizona birds. If you would like to present 
a poster or oral presentation, please visit our Call 
for Papers and Posters webpage for more details. 
Abstracts must be submitted by 10 September, 
2013.

Saturday is also an occasion for the organization 
to conduct some business. Perhaps most impor-
tantly, AZFO will elect a new President to contin-
ue the legacy established by Troy Corman. 

We invite you to test your birding skill with photo 
and audio quizzes, shop our collection of books 
and items with our famous AZFO logo, and share 
birding experiences with old and new friends.

Saturday concludes with a banquet at Cochise 
Community College with featured speaker Dr. 
Janet Ruth, a Research Ornithologist with the 
USGS’s Arid Lands Field Station in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. Dr. Ruth’s presentation is Grassland 
Birds: 15 years of winter, summer, and migration 

research in southeastern Arizona. The ca-
tered dinner is $20/person and includes 
beverage, salad, entrée, and dessert. 

Sierra Vista has several lodging options. The 
Fairfield Inn & Suites provides an AZFO dis-
count if you reserve your room by October 
1, 2013; please visit this page at the AZFO 
website http://www.azfo.org/annual_
meetings/2013/Accommodations_2013.
html and then click on the green hyper-
links under ‘Fairfield Inn & Suites’.

We look forward to seeing all of you!

AZFO
Arizona Field O
rnithologists

Arizona Field Ornithologists

Studying Arizona Birds
Volume 4, Issue 2Summer 2013

Visit us at
http://azfo.org/

SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
ARIZONA FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS

Sierra Vista, Arizona, October 4-6, 2013
By Erika Wilson & John Arnett

San Rafael Grasslands  - Photo/Janet Ruth IN THIS ISSUE:

•	 7th	Annual	AZFO	
 Meeting 1
•	 Bendire’s	Thrasher
 Survey 2
•	 Spring	&	Summer
 Highlights 2
•	 North	American	
 Migration Count 3

•	 Gale	Monson	
     Grants 4

•	 Find	us	on	
     Facebook 4
•	 New	on	
     Our Website 4

•	 Expeditions	and	
 Events 5

Arizona Grasshopper Sparrow - Photo/Janet Ruth 

http://www.azfo.org/annual_meetings/annual_meetings.html
http://www.azfo.org/annual_meetings/annual_meetings.html
http://www.azfo.org/annual_meetings/2013/Accommodations_2013
http://www.azfo.org/annual_meetings/2013/Accommodations_2013


Bendire’s	Thrasher	is	a	2007	Audubon	
Red WatchList species and a USFWS 
Species of Management Concern and 
Focal Species. Since 1968 the number of 
Bendire’s Thrashers declined annually by 
approximately 4.3% and 3.1% in the U.S. 
and Arizona, respectively (BBS). While 
some populations increased locally in 
Arizona, steady declines have occurred 
in the majority of the eastern and 
western portions of the bird’s breeding 
range. 

An Important Bird Area (IBA) can bring 
attention to important avian habitats and help conserve declining avian species. This is particularly 
true for IBAs that achieve Continental or Global status for one or more noteworthy species. In the 
case of Bendire’s Thrasher, the minimum Global IBA criteria are ten breeding pairs or 30 individuals. 
During 26-28 April 2013, AZFO joined forces with the Arizona IBA Program to survey the avifauna 
at the foothills of the Hualapai Mountains in Mohave County, Arizona. The primary objective was to 
estimate the number and diversity of all birds while maximizing the detections of Bendire’s Thrasher, 
Elf Owl, and Western Screech-Owl.

Thirteen participants helped make this a fun 
and successful weekend. We found a total of ten 
breeding pairs (or probable breeding evidence) 
and a total of 32 individual Bendire’s Thrashers. 
During our evening owl surveys we found 56 
Elf	Owls	and	17	Western	Screech-owls.	Other	
Audubon WatchList species observed were Lucy’s 
Warbler (53, including a nest with young at our 
camp!), Costa’s Hummingbird (28), and Scott’s 
Oriole	(17).

Based on this Expedition there may be sufficient data to draft a compelling package nominating this 
area to become an Arizona IBA; the decision will be made by the IBA Science Committee. If approved, 
the next step could be to apply for Global IBA designation based on the population size of Bendire’s 
Thrasher. 

We gratefully thank our wonderful hosts from the Bureau of Land Management and the Bar S Ranch. 
A thorough Expedition report will be posted at the AZFO website soon.
 

Spring and early summer is a fantastic season to seek the 
great variety of birds in Arizona, particularly as vagrants 
from all directions appear in the state. Spring of 2013 
started off with an assortment of noteworthy Larids in-
cluding a MEW GULL in Lake Havasu City (Mohave) and a 
MEW and a LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL at Alamo Lake 
(La Paz). Later, single HEERMANN’S GULLS were found at 
Mittry Lake (Yuma), Benson (Cochise) and Tucson (Pima). 
After a few down years for LEAST TERNS, this spring fair 
numbers of the diminutive divers were noted in four coun-
ties. In May, three WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPERS stopped by 
Willcox (Cochise) and another three appeared in Thatcher 
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Broad-winged Hawk (dark morph) – April 2013, 
Maricopa Co. – Photo/Justin Jones

SPRING AND EARLY SUMMER SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS
By Troy Corman

Crescent-chested Warbler – April 2013, Cochise Co. – 
Photo/Charles Melton

BENDIRE’S THRASHER SURVEY IN MOHAVE COUNTY, AZ
26-28 April 2013

A Joint Expedition of AZFO and Arizona Important Bird Areas Program
By John Arnett

Chicken Springs Allotment – April 2013, Mohave Co. – Photo/Jennie MacFarland

Surveyor Determination – Photo/Jennie MacFarland

Heermann’s Gull – May 2013, Pima Co. – Photo/
Andrew Core



(Graham); these latter three may be the first ever 
recorded in Graham County.

It was another outstanding spring for vagrants 
from eastern North America. One or more BROAD-
WINGED HAWKS were reported in at least seven 
different counties including two very rare dark-
morphs. A COMMON GRACKLE was seen at Agua 
Fria Nat. Mon. (Yavapai) and two BOBOLINKS were 
found at Sedona (Yavapai) and Flagstaff (Coconi-
no). Pending acceptance and a potential first for 
Maricopa Co., an unexpected YELLOW-BELLIED 
FLYCATCHER was in a Phoenix yard in early June. 
Across Arizona, 31 species of warblers were reported this season. The best finds were a BLACK-THROAT-
ED BLUE WARBLER in Huachuca Canyon (Cochise), PALM WARBLERS at Havasu NWR (Mohave) and near 
Safford (Graham), and two very unlikely BLACKPOLL WARBLERS on the San Pedro River (Cochise) and 
at Morgan City Wash (Maricopa).

Each spring is met with anticipation of what species might cross the Mexico border into Arizona. This 
year a colorful collection of vagrants from the south included a CRESCENT-CHESTED WARBLER near 
Portal and 1 or 2 near Sierra Vista (both locations in Cochise). A greatly appreciated SLATE-THROATED 
REDSTART was found at the Southwest Research Station in Portal (Cochise). After a multiple-year ab-
sence, 3 or 4 BUFF-COLLARED NIGHTJARS materialized and called along the northern foothills of the 
Santa Rita Mountains (Pima). Finally, a male YELLOW GROSBEAK was observed by a precious few as it 
wandered around a Green Valley neighborhood (Pima). 

Officer and Board 
Member Positions 

Open to All

One way to keep an 
organization progressive 

and active is to periodically 
invigorate its officers and 

board members with 
some new individuals. 

New members can often bring 
innovative ideas and positive 
energy to the table. So if you 
would truly enjoy supporting 

AZFO and helping it move 
forward, please consider 

throwing your hat into the 
ring of officer and board 

position. One or more 
positions will be open 

beginning this fall. Although 
elections will not be until our 
annual meeting in October, 

please let any current officer 
or board member know of 

your interest in joining 
“The Team”. 

Interested parties are also 
very welcome to join us at 

our next Board Meeting 
in September.
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AZFO is proud to be the statewide coordinating 
entity for the North American Migration Count 
(NAMC) on the second Saturday of May each year. 
This May more 
than 250 birders, 
ranging from one 
party of two sur-
veyors in Greenlee 
Co. to 25 parties to-
taling 41 surveyors 
in Maricopa Co., 
counted migrant 
and resident birds. 
For the second 
consecutive year, 
participants birded 
within all of Ari-
zona’s 15 counties.

Statewide Results:  The final tally was a record-
high 303 species, nearly a 6% increase over the 
previous	 record	 of	 287	 set	 in	 2012.	 Conversely,	
the number of individual birds decreased by 
nearly	3%	from	71,400	in	2012	to	69,400.	Not	sur-
prisingly, the most abundant species was Mourn-
ing Dove with nearly 5,000 individuals. Birders 
counted over 1,662 Pine Siskins, particularly at 
feeders, which is phenomenal when compared to 
166 counted in 2012 and the nine-year average of 
322. Clearly, siskins were still moving northward 
en masse in mid-May.

County results:  Maricopa birders once again tal-
lied the most species at 206, with Cochise a close 
second at 199. A total of 43 species were detected 

in only one of the 15 
counties. As expect-
ed, Cochise set the 
bar with 13 unique 
species including 
the state’s only Luci-
fer and White-eared 
Hummingbirds; the 
only California Con-
dors were found in 
Coconino; and the 
only Least Grebe was 

in Santa Cruz. There 
were some surpris-
ing outcomes: the 
only Prairie Falcon 

was in Graham; the only White-tailed Kite was in 
Yuma; Greenlee had the only Northern Pygmy-
Owl; and the only Gray Catbird was in Pinal. These 
four species are typically reported more frequent-
ly in other counties during the NAMC.

Species highlights:  Seven excellent new spe-
cies were added to the 10-year cumulative list: 
Rufous-backed Robin, Red-eyed Vireo, and Bal-
timore Oriole in Cochise; Clay-colored Sparrow 
in Santa Cruz; Orchard Oriole in Yavapai; and a 
lingering Greater Scaup in La Paz. The real prize 

2013 NORTH AMERICAN MIGRATION COUNT IN ARIZONA 
11 May 2013

By Troy Corman

For more details about these and other noteworthy discoveries, please visit:
http://azfo.org/gallery/1main/photos_recent.html

Slate-throated Redstart – May 2013, Cochise Co. – Photo/Chris West

Yellow Grosbeak – May 2013, Pima Co. – Photo/Jim & Judy Easter
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AZFO invites applications for research grants un-
der the Gale Monson Research Grant Program 
(http://www.azfo.org/grants/grants.html). This 
grant program supports work that enhances our 
knowledge of the status, distribution, identifica-
tion, and other aspects of Arizona’s rich birdlife.
Up to two grants, each worth up to $2000, will 
be awarded by 1 October 2013. Grants will be 
awarded based on scientific merit, level of prepa-
ration, and financial need. Grant recipients are re-
quired to complete the research within one year 

of receiving an award 
and to make an oral pre-
sentation on their find-
ings at an annual AZFO 
statewide meeting. Ap-
plicants do not have to 
be associated with an 
academic institution.

To apply, researchers 
must submit an applica-
tion (application form) 
by 1 September 2013. In 
no more than two pages, 
the application should 
describe the project, 
state how the project 
will enhance our knowl-

edge of avian life in Arizona, provide details on 
how the award money will be expended (a bud-
get table is helpful), and state if other sources of 
funding for the proposed work are available (e.g., 
matching contributions). The application pack-
age must include a letter of recommendation de-
scribing the applicant’s qualifications and com-
mitment to Arizona ornithology. If field work will 
be conducted, please provide a letter of support 
from the land owner or manager.

Sixty-five percent of the funds will be awarded 
immediately after approval of the research proj-
ect. Grant recipients are required to provide a 
progress report on their research project within 
six months of receiving an award. The final 35 
percent of the funds will be awarded after receiv-
ing the progress report and confirmation that a 
presentation will be made at the next (2014) an-
nual statewide meeting.

Funding decisions will be made in September 
and the recipient(s) will be notified in late Sep-
tember. Recipients will be recognized at the 4-6 
October 2013 AZFO annual meeting in Sierra Vis-
ta, AZ, where the recipients are strongly encour-
aged to present a brief summary of their planned 
work. Please contact Pierre Deviche (deviche@
asu.edu) for additional information.

 was in Pima Co. where birders found and photo-
graphed a male Yellow Grosbeak! Of the 20 spe-
cies of warblers detected the most unlikely were 
all in Cochise Co. where Northern Waterthrush (2), 
Northern Parula, and a Blue-winged Warbler were 
found. Blue-winged Warbler is a casual transient 
in Arizona yet has been found during two NAMC 
days! 

This year we missed several resident and breed-
ing species expected to be found in May includ-
ing Dusky Grouse, Black Rail, Ferruginous Hawk, 
American Three-toed Woodpecker, Clark’s Nut-
cracker, Gray Jay, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Mexi-

can Chickadee, Sage Thrasher, and Eastern Blue-
bird. As in most years we also missed Common 
Nighthawk, Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher and Varied 
Bunting, once again highlighting that the bulk of 
their populations arrive in Arizona after mid-May.

Final tallies and other details can be found at 
http://www.azfo.org/namc/aznamc.html

I thank the dedicated county coordinators and all 
the surveyors for a job well done. If you have not 
yet participated in the annual NAMC, please join 
us next May! 
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GALE MONSON RESEARCH GRANTS
By Pierre Deviche

We are excited to announce our presence on Facebook and we invite you to visit 
us there at www.facebook.com/ArizonaFieldOrnithologists.  If you have a Facebook 
account, click “Like” on our page and you will begin receiving news about our meet-
ings and field expeditions, notifications of new Arizona Birds Online Journal articles 
and interesting content relating to the identification, status and distribution of Ari-
zona’s birds. We look forward to connecting with you!  If you do not already have a 
Facebook account, you can sign up for one at no cost and connect with AZFO and 
your other favorite organizations. 

CONNECT WITH US ON FACEBOOK!  
Since the publication of the Spring 
Newsletter several new items have 
been posted on the AZFO web-
site. They include a report on the 
23 March 2013 field expedition to 
search for Crested Caracara nests 
in the Santa Cruz Flats area of Pinal 
County;   the fall 2012 Arizona sea-
sonal reports; and watch for the 
winter 2012/2013 seasonal report 
coming soon; a new article for 
Arizona Birds Online, “The Prob-
able Breeding of Cassin’s Sparrow in 
Pinal County”; and the 2013 data for 
the Greater Phoenix Area Waterbird 
Census and the Santa Cruz Flats 
Raptor Count, both held 19 January. 

NEW ON OUR 
WEBSITE

http://www.azfo.org/grants/grants.html
http://www.azfo.org/namc/aznamc.html 


8-9 June 2013  
Troy Corman organized several teams to explore portions 
of the White Mountain Apache tribal lands.  The seven 
participants surveyed many back-road areas seldom if 
ever visited by birders.  Numerous birds were confirmed 
breeding including some local nesting species in Arizona, 
such as Osprey, Great Blue Heron, Purple Martin, Golden-
crowned Kinglet, MacGillivray’s Warbler and Green-tailed 
Towhee. Over 100 species were discovered on the tribal 
lands with the most unexpected find being a very late or 
summering Common Loon on Hawley Lake. 

Detailed announcements will be sent to AZFO members about one month in advance of each Field 
Expedition.  Here are brief summaries – mark your calendars now!

24 August 2013   
Table Top Mountain.  Situated in a wilderness area about 34 miles west of Casa Grande is a 40-acre 
island of desert grassland perched at 4,300’ elevation.  The only access is a hiking trail that climbs 2,000’ 
in 3.5 miles…  Does this isolated patch serve as an outpost for Cassin’s Sparrow or other grassland 
breeding species?  This Expedition is timed for the latter part of the monsoon season to find out!

Workshops 2013: 

November 2013 (TBA)
“Flocks: Making an Accurate Estimate.”  Ever wonder how in the world some birders can accurately 
estimate so many hundreds or thousands of geese, ducks, cranes, Lark Buntings, etc?  Learn a few dif-
ferent techniques, and practice your skills during the field component of this workshop.  Leader: David 

Vander Pluym. Location: Lake Havasu City.

7 December 2013    
“Pre-CBC Workshop - Tips for making a good day 
even better!”  This workshop will review tech-
niques and strategies that will help Christmas 
Bird Count volunteers get the most out of their 
time in the field.  Leaders: Troy Corman (Phoenix 
location) and John Yerger (Tucson location).
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NOTES ON RECENT FIELD EXPEDITIONS

By John Yerger

Diamond Creek -  June 2013, Navajo Co. - Photo/Eric Hough

For additional expedition and event details , please visit:
http://azfo.org/events/custom/eventslist.html

UPCOMING AZFO FIELD EXPEDITIONS AND WORKSHOPS
August – December 2013

Common Loon - June 2013, Apache Co. - Photo/Muriel Neddermeyer 

http://azfo.org/events/custom/eventslist.html

